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Edge Effects Mustarinda (2017): mirko nikolic (& Riikka Keränen, Mikko Laajola, Romulus Studio), we ♥ copper & copper ♥ us #4, sanctuary for 
stone, 2015–2017. Photo: Salla Lahtinen. 

 

 

 

 

  



1 Introduction 

Strelka Institute, in partnership with Helsinki International Artist Programme – HIAP, Helsinki Design Week and 
Design Museum Helsinki is seeking research proposals for participation in the 2019 Design Residency 
programme in Helsinki. The programme is open for practitioners and researchers based in Russia that work at the 
intersections of design, architecture and art, and have interest in critically investigating design as a cultural 
practice. 

The programme comprises two working periods in Helsinki: a two-week research phase in May/June 2019, and a 
production and presentation phase of one month in August and September that will overlap with the HDW (5 – 15 
September 2019). 

The design residency was first established in 2012 as part of the World Design Capital programme in Helsinki and 
is produced in partnership with the British Council, Helsinki Design Week and Design Museum.  

 

 

2 Context 

The residency invites for practical and critical investigations into design as a cultural practice. This year, we invite 
with particular focus researches that test the significance of material and materiality between the geological and 
the digital as a non-stable, critical factor in the organisation of human and non-human life, for example in view of 
ecological crises or impacts of technological transformations. 

Further context to the theme is provided in the curatorial statement available at  
http://www.hiap.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HIAP_DR_2019_CuratorialStatement-1.pdf  

 

 

3 The Residency 

Residency structure 

Research Phase: 28 May – 11 June 2019. The first work phase will give the selected practitioners the opportunity 
to find cooperation partners and establish contacts with local creative practices, institutions and organisations. 

Residency: 16 August – 17 September 2019. This second phase will coincide with the HDW (5 – 15 September 
2019) and will provide an opportunity to consolidate the body of research initiated during the May period and 
disseminate the finding in Helsinki through public events. 

For both time periods, the designers-in-residence will be given accommodation in Villa Eläintarha. 

 

Cooperation opportunities 

For the first time this year, the residency programme will bring together a total of three residents: a Russia-based 
practitioner applying through this Open Call; a practitioner from the UK invited by the British Council; and a 
Finnish-based practitioner invited by HIAP. All three designers-in-residence will be given accommodation in Villa 
Eläintarha, a historic villa in Helsinki’s central Hakaniemi district, to allow interaction, networking or sharing of 
experiences. 

Practitioners will be expected to work independently and, on their own initiative, make local connections 
themselves, and be available to contribute content in the form of blogs, video diaries and presentations for the 
online platforms of the programme partners. 



 

Presentation opportunities 

The designers-in-residence will be able to present their work to local and international peers, and specialist and 
public audiences through the HIAP Open Studios, two main events of the Helsinki Design Week, and public 
events organised at and with the Design Museum: 

- HDW PechaKucha Night taking place during the HDW; 
- One panel discussion at the Design Museum to kick off the residency in May, and a second during HDW 

to present/recapitulate the residency time and work; 
- A physical presentation during HDW will be developed in cooperation with the Design Museum and the 

Helsinki Design Week in correspondence with the work proposed by the designer-in-residence group. 

 

 

 

4 Criteria 

- Applicants must be practitioners or researchers in the fields of design, architecture, fashion, design 
writing, curatorial or cross-disciplinary work and must be based in Russia; 

- Applicants should have a minimum of 2 years’/maximum of 10 years’ experience; 
- Applicants should demonstrate experience of creative practice through design excellence and critical 

thinking; 
- Applicants should demonstrate experience in collaborative work; 
- Applicants must be able to participate in both work phases (28 May – 11 June, and 16 August – 17 

September 2018). 

 

 

5 How to apply 

Application time: 15 March – 24 April 2019.  
Send applications to designresidency@hiap.fi  

If you are based in Russia and would like to apply, please submit a proposal comprising: 

- Up to five examples of key projects (realised or speculative) that you feel represent your approach; 
- A short statement outlining why you are applying for the local practitioner programme and what you hope 

to gain from the experience (max 300 words); 
- An activity plan identifying the main stages of your activity from the start of the programme onwards; 
- CV. 

Submissions should be in PDF format and not exceed 4 MB in size. They should be emailed to 
designresidency@hiap.fi by 23:59 (GMT) on Wednesday, 24 April 2019. 

 

 

 

  



6 Selection 

The selection panel will include representatives from the British Council, HIAP, HDW and Strelka Institute as 
specialists in the realm of different forms of design practice.  

Martin Born – Design curator, HIAP  
Parvinder Marwaha – Programme Manager Design, British Council 
Anni Korkman – Programme Director, Helsinki Design Week 
Nicolay Boyadjiev – Education Program Design Tutor, The New Normal, Strelka Institute 

Successful applicants will be notified by Monday, 29 April 2019. 

 

The programme award for the selected practitioner will consist of 

- Curatorial mentoring, advice and contacts via HIAP and the programme partners; 
- A working grant of 1.600 €; 
- A production budget of 600 € (e.g. for printing, model-making, prototyping, research visits); 
- Public presentation of the residents’ work during the research phase in May and as part of the Helsinki 

Design Week in September; 
- Publication of the resident’s work in design media such as Helsinki Design Weekly; 
- Accommodation in a single room at Villa Eläintarha. 

 

The selected practitioner will be expected to 

- Provide a research/production plan before the research phase; 
- Participate in workshops, talks or lectures organised in Helsinki where research findings can be 

presented; 
- Be ready to provide observations to be published periodically via the HIAP and partner websites; 
- Provide a final residency report outlining their main research findings. 

 

Press and publicity 

The selected resident is expected to agree to any reasonable requests for press or media, and to discuss media 
coverage with HIAP. Press information will be agreed upon and released by HIAP. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information or enquiries please contact programme curator Martin Born designresidency@hiap.fi  



7 Notes 

HIAP 

HIAP is one of the largest international residency centres in the Nordic Countries. HIAP focuses primarily on the 
Visual Arts and is open to artists and curators from various disciplines. In collaboration with local and international 
partner organizations, HIAP residencies are offered also for professionals in other creative fields, such as Dance, 
Theatre, Literature and Music. The activities at HIAP are organised almost exclusively through thematic projects 
and programmes, which highlight a certain geographical area or concentrate on a specific contemporary topic or 
an aspect of artistic practice.  

http://www.hiap.fi/  

Strelka Institute 

Strelka Institute for Media, Architecture and Design is a non-profit educational institution in Moscow, Russia, 
founded in 2009 with a mission to change the physical and cultural landscape of Russian cities. The Institute 
promotes positive changes and creates new ideas and values through its educational activities and programmes. 
Strelka’s current postgraduate programme, “The New Normal,” is a 3-year “speculative urbanism think-tank” – a 
platform for the invention and articulation of a new discourse and new models that arise from opportunities and 
challenges posed by emerging technologies for interdisciplinary design practices. 

http://strelka.com/  |  http://thenewnormal.strelka.com/  

British Council 

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities. 
Founded in 1934 we are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public body. The British Council’s 
Architecture Design Fashion (ADF) department creates links between designers and cultural institutions around 
the world, through a diverse range of projects across the three disciplines. The department forms part of British 
Council Arts, which works to build trust and opportunities for the UK through the exchange of knowledge, 
experience and ideas worldwide. For further information about Architecture Design Fashion at the British Council, 
please visit the link below.  

http://www.britishcouncil.org/  |  https://design.britishcouncil.org/  

Helsinki Design Week 

Founded in 2005, Helsinki Design Week is the largest design festival in the Nordic countries. Held annually in 
September, the multidisciplinary festival presents design from a number of fields as well as fashion, architecture 
and urban culture. Helsinki Design Week presents the new faces and phenomena of design, promotes design 
internationally in collaboration with various partners and offers city citizens through design a forum to participate 
in developing and discussing the city and its culture. The festival’s programme contains over 250 events and 
includes both events targeted for professionals and the general public reaching an audience of 160,000 visitors.   

http://www.helsinkidesignweek.com/  

Design Museum 

Founded in 1873, Design Museum is an internationally renowned national specialist museum of Finnish design. 
Design Museum researches, collects, stores and documents design, and displays it both in Finland and in touring 
exhibitions abroad.  

http://www.designmuseum.fi/en/  
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