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By 2020 the projected number of mobile students will reach 5,8 million and 8 

million by 2025.1 To help visualize 8 million mobile students and researchers, 

ZH�FRXOG�LPDJLQH�WKHP�DV�RQH�ˌRDWLQJ�HFRQRP\�DQG�SRSXODWLRQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�1HZ�
York City today.  Who will occupy this "Mobile City"?

Based on the recent surveys, Pricewaterhouse Coopers released a study called 

�0LOOHQQLDOV�DW�ZRUN��5HVKDSLQJ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH���ZKLFK�VKLQHV�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�SHU-
spectives of recent graduates. The term used to described them is "GENERATION 

Y" — agile consumers and producers of knowledge, ranking learning and devel-

RSPHQW�LQ�WKH�ˋUVW�SODFH��FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�HOHFWURQLF�DQG�GLVWDQW�FRPPXQLFD-

WLRQV������RI�ZKRP�VD\�WKH\�H[SHFW�WR�ZRUN�DEURDG�GXULQJ�WKHLU�FDUHHU�2
 

They are also the ones shaping the market of higher education with their de-

mands,  with focus on cross-border higher education, which implies international 

content in the curricula, movement of students, scholars, programs and institu-

tions across borders.3
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The global market for mobile students is shifting and acquiring new players, 

ZLWK�QHZ�FRXQWULHV�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�YDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFH��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EUDLQ�SRZHU��
SRWHQWLDO�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�SURIHVVRUV��7KLV�LV�UHˌHFWHG�LQ�WKH�FKDQJHV�RI�IRUHLJQ�
policies, marketing strategies and university structures. From the perspective of 

students; the "borderless world" seems attractive. From the perspective of coun-

WULHV�Ƞ�WKH�EHQHˋWV�RI�DWWUDFWLQJ�WRS�WDOHQW�DQG�HGXFDWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�FRPSHWLWRUV�
on the global scale is also lucrative. Education as a tool of "soft power," of build-

ing strategic economic alliances, of answering to the demands of the global mar-

ket, has recently been in the spotlight.

 

:KDW�FRPHV�DV�WKH�ˌLS�VLGH�LV�XQHYHQ�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WDOHQW��DQG�WKH�
phenomena coined as the "brain drain." As countries initiate change in policies 

to compete in the world’s higher education race, it is important to remember the 

duality that comes from freedom to choose.

 

While Russia looks into the future and considers its role in the race for the global 

minds, it is crucial to consider both scales and both directions in this process.  

Understanding local forces at play in the regional context can serve as a tool in 

understanding the future of higher education in Russia. Highlighting the Brain 

Remain, or the regional potential can serve as the counterpoint to the academic 

reforms, which will continue to polarize resources and concentrate knowledge 

capital in Moscow, St. Petersburg and other large cities. To face the present mo-

PHQW�LV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FRQWH[W��WKH�SK\VLFDO�VSDFHV�DQG�WHUULWRULHV�WKDW�VHUYH�
as a background for social, political and economical processes at play.

WANDERING INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOLARS AND HISTORICAL 
PRECEDENTS
 

When a student makes a choice to go to a different institution outside of his 

ORFDOLW\��KH�RU�VKH�HQWHUV�WKH�UHDOP�RI�VWXGHQW�PRELOLW\��2QH�RI�WKH�ˋUVW�H[DPSOHV�
RI�D�ȤZDQGHULQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFKRODUȥ�ZDV�3\WKDJRUDV��F�����ȟF������%&���ZKR�
“visited Miletus, where he received advice from Thales and attended lectures 

by Anaximander." Similarly, academic mobility has been around since 445 BC, 

when the Sophists appeared, “itinerant, professional teachers who travelled in 

the Greek-speaking world, teaching the children of the wealthy, for which they 

were paid.”3

 

The world of Islam introduces concepts such as “itinerant polymaths” — “scholars, 

and students united by a common language and with the means to travel, the 

existence of informal structures for learning, and scholarly work such as muse-

ums, libraries, observatories, and learning centers in urban settings” and further 

separation between institution for “higher learning," such as madrasa, "which was 

essentially a school of law"4 and informal institutions, which provided the oppor-

tunities for other learners.

 

)DFWRUV�� VXFK�DV� IDVWHU� WUDYHO� WLPH�DQG� ORZHU�FRVW��DV� LQ� ODWH�ˋIWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��
when intercontinental sea voyages began, were a huge driver of mobility — this 

WLPH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�WUDYHO�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�JOREH��DV�GLG�WKH�ˋUVW�XQLYHU-
sity outside of Europe, Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic with others 

following.”

 

Religion gets introduced very early on as an important factor. When works of 

scholars in translations become available and university takes root, a model of 

medieval university appears on the shoulders of Christian philosophy. The two 

oldest universities in Bologna and Paris show high level of international mobili-

ty, provided with the grants and assistance of churches.3

:LOKHOP�YRQ�+XPEROGW�ZDV�LQˌXHQWLDO�LQ�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�WHUP�ȤNQRZOHGJH�SUR-



GXFHUȥ� DQG� WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ȢV� UROH� DV�ȤWHDFKLQJ�RQH�KRZ� WR� FUHDWH�QHZ�VFLHQWLˋF��
knowledge, rather than to learn how to practice a profession.” His model intro-

duces “unity of teaching and research” centered on the faculty of philosophy, 

which had an effect in the United States and Japan.

What started as “the original colonial model, imported from England, combined 

with the German research university idea of the 19th century, and the notion of 

service to society” produced the modern US university, where the idea of the uni-

ty of teaching and research became central.6 This model still produces a compet-

LWLYH�V\VWHP��ZKLFK�LQˌXHQFHV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DFDGHPLF�PRELOLW\��ZLWK�VXFK�IDFWRUV�
as rankings and networks, attracting high numbers of mobile students.

 

Other models, such as the Bologna Declaration of 1999, the Institute of Interna-

tional Education, European Community Action Scheme for the Mobility of Uni-

YHUVLW\�6WXGHQWV��(5$6086��3URJUDP�DQG�WKH�)XOOEULJKW�3URJUDP�KDYH�KDG�WKHLU�
effects on the international mobility.

 

As the word "mobile" itself might suggest, the history of the formation of uni-

versities and distribution of wandering scholars has been at the crossroads of 

mobility and immobility. Closely linked to the formation of cities, in the words 

of Urry and Sheller, they “are mobile and places of mobility.”� To apply it to the 

university, it is important to understand the forces at play, the right level and 

FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�ˌH[LELOLW\��ORFDOLW\��PRYHPHQW�DQG�FRQWURO�
 

THE GLOBAL QUESTION
 

McNeill and McNeill explain that “civilizations engulfed originally independent 

human communities, creating new, more powerful bodies — politic, economic 

and cultural; and being more powerful, they persistently spread to geographi-

cally favourable new ground. Moreover, their spread meant that across the past 

PLOOHQQLXP��DV�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�LQWHQVLˋHG��ZKDW�EHJDQ�DV�VHSDUDWH�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�
followed a familiar path by blending into an ever more powerful, global, cos-

mopolitan Web that now prevails among us—a huge Web of cooperation and 

FRPSHWLWLRQ�VXVWDLQHG�E\�ˌRZV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�HQHUJ\�ȥ8

 

Since the mid-1990s globalization has been recognized as “perhaps the most 

fundamental challenge faced by the University in its long history.”9 The processes 

that take place on the world stage, that affect education are extensive. Knight 

SURSRVHV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GHˋQLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFD-

WLRQ�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO���VHFWRU���LQVWLWXWLRQDO�OHYHOV��ȤWKH�SURFHVV�RI�LQWHJUDWLQJ�DQ�
international, intercultural or global dimension into the purpose, functions or 

delivery of post-secondary education.”10

 

7KH�JOREDO�SLFWXUH�LV�DW�WKH�PHUF\�RI�PDQ\�H[WHUQDO�IDFWRUV�DQG�UHPDLQV�LQ�ˌX[��
especially when the competition is becoming more agile with new markets 

HPHUJLQJ�� FRPSHWLQJ� IRU� XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�� QRQ�WUDGLWLRQDO� VWXGHQWV� DQG� QHZ�
technologies.

Ȥ7KH� IHZ� IDFWRUV� RI� LQˌXHQFH� RQ� JOREDO� VWXGHQW�PR-
bility include but are not limited to: demographics; 
economic growth and decline; the expansion of local 
higher education systems; immigration policies and 
regulatory environments of competing host countries; 
government-initiated scholarship programs; and the 
emergence of technology-enabled alternatives like 
MOOCs.”11
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What is most noticeable is the steady increase in the number of the world’s mo-

bile students, easily seen on the Figure 1, with the key players that take in the 

ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȢV�PRELOH�VWXGHQWV��7KH�RWKHU� LPSRUWDQW�ˋJXUHV�WR�
consider are the countries of origin of the students and their relationships with 

the host countries and reasons for choosing particular paths of study.

The term mentioned by Wilhelm von Humboldt “knowledge producer” becomes 

the driving force of “global knowledge economy." The modern vagabond surveys 

the market in order to be competitive, not just in his own country, but also in 

the international market, considering acquiring intercultural skills is becoming 

essential. “This is referred to as the “capacity-building approach” to policy for-

mulation at the national and the institutional levels, which can be extended to 

include the desire of students themselves to acquire a good education, as well 

as developing intercultural skills that will make them employable in the global 

labor market.”3

 

It is important to conclude with Bologna University, founded in 1088, considered 

WKH�ˋUVW�XQLYHUVLW\�LQ�(XURSH��7KLV�LV�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�WKDW�KDG�VHW�XS�WKH�UHODWLRQ-

VKLS�RI�WKH�PDUNHW�WR�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��FKDUJLQJ�WKH�ˋUVW�IHHV�IRU�WHDFKLQJ��Ȥ,Q�RWKHU�
words, the university in its origins was a demand driven institution structured 

by market forces. It was centuries later that universities became creations of the 

VWDWH�� DQG� IROORZLQJ� WKH�PDVVLˋFDWLRQ�RI� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� SHULRG� DIWHU�
������WKH\�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FDPH�XQGHU�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�WKH�LQˌXHQFH�RI�WKH�VWDWH�12 

%\�WKH�����V��LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��HYHQ�LQ�FRQWLQHQWDO�(XURSH��WKH\�ZHUH��LQ�IDFW��
effectively absorbed within the state bureaucracy.3

 

We see below, in Figure 2, the distribution of foreign students by country of des-

tination. The "academic honey pots" are those countries, which have been able to 

position themselves historically by attracting the “knowledge producers," and in 

Figure 3, we see the main countries from which these foreign students come. The 

largest number of foreign students are from China, India and Korea.

7R�FRQVLGHU�DJDLQ�WKH�NH\�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�JOREDO�PDUNHW��WKUHH�IDFWRUV�HPHUJH�

> Economic strategic alliances, where post-secondary education becomes a for-

eign policy tool and establishes alliances and increases competitiveness in the 

global markets.3

> Competition for the global minds, innovative research and tuition fees — top 

EHQHˋWV�RI�DWWUDFWLQJ�IRUHLJQ�VWXGHQWV�WR�ERRVW�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�13

> Manufacturing in the global economy. "The new era of manufacturing will be 

marked by highly agile, networked enterprises that use information and analytic 

as skilfully as they employ talent and machinery to deliver products and services 

WR�GLYHUVH�JOREDO�PDUNHWV���7KDW�PHDQV�TXDOLˋHG�ZRUNHUV��PDQDJHUV�DQG�FORVHU�
ties between industry and education.14

Figure 1. Long-term growth in the number of students enrolled outside of their 
country of citizenship from 1975-2010, millions.

Source:  OECD and UNESCO Institute for Sta-
tistics www.dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932663283



Figure 2. Distribution of foreign students in tertiary education, by 
country of destination (2010)

Source:  OECD and UNESCO Institute for Statistics, www.dx.doi.org

Figure 3. Distribution of foreign students in tertiary education,
by region of origin.%age of foreign students enrolled worldwide (2010).

Source:  OECD and UNESCO Institute for Statistics www.dx.doi.org
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GOING MOBILE
From the perspective of the student and his social support network, approaching 

the topic of “going mobile” is similarly strategic. Ultimately, the goal for most is 

to be competitive in the job market and secure a career path, which will be in 

demand. Newly emerging education services are also a form of market relations, 

represented by an Anglo-Saxon educational system, where education becomes 

a contract between an institution and a student. When mentioning “education," 

it is necessary to immediately specify, that this broad term encompasses many 

groups of users and many forms that this process can take. The biggest emerging 

JURXS�DW�SUHVHQW��DUH�OLIHORQJ�OHDUQHUV�DQG�FRQWLQXLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�ˋHOGV�
of digital education and vocational training, aimed at developing manufacturing 

markets.

 

Rankings, language, tuition and living cost all become important criteria that 

a student considers. Although, one might think the modern vagabond is free to 

choose where to go — most students react to established networks of migratory 

paths.15. Geography, social networks, immigration policy, historical links to the 

country of origin, accreditation policies and the job market for future work all 

become important.

Once the diploma is in one’s hand, there is a choice of using a newly acquired 

degree for kick-starting a successful career in the country of origin or stay in the 

country for further research, work or teaching opportunities. This phenomena 

is often referred to as "brain drain," and the example of United States shows 

impressive results in the number of foreign born Nobel prize winners, cited for-

eign-born researchers,  and over 115,000 international scholars teaching in the 

institutions in the United States.16

RUSSIA IN A SHIFTING WORLD
 

When the topic of academic mobility is applied in the context of Russia, there are 

WZR�GHˋQLWLRQV�WKDW�HPHUJH��H[WHUQDO���LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PRELOLW\�DQG�LQWHUQDO�PRELO-
ity. Russia is considering both a priority for its economic and foreign policy goals.

 

$V�9ODGLPLU�3XWLQ�VDLG�LQ��������Ȥ1RW�DQ�HPSLUH��EXW�UDWKHU�FXOWXUDO�SURPRWLRQ��QRW�
weapons, but export of education and culture will help create favourable condi-

tions for Russian trade, services and ideas. We have to multiply and increase our 

educational and cultural presence in the world — including those countries, that 

already understand and speak our language.”��

 

The process of internalization in Russia started in 2003 with the process of mod-

ernizing the degree structure in line with Bologna Process model, enacting the 

WUDGLWLRQDO�ˋYH�\HDU�PRGHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�ZLWK�D� IRXU�\HDU�EDFKHORU�GHJUHH� IRO-
lowed by a two-year master’s degree, which is referred as a “two-tier education 

model." 18

In March 2011, at the time president, addressing the reforms in education, Dmi-

WU\�0HGYHGHY�VWDWHG��ȥ,�EHOLHYH�� WKDW� WKH�QXPEHU�RI� IRUHLJQ�VWXGHQWV�FKRRVLQJ�
a university, should be the main indicator of the quality of the given institu-

WLRQ�ȥ�7KHVH�ZRUGV�FRQˋUPHG�WKH�RIˋFLDO�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�VXFFHVV�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�WKH�
universities, accepted on the country scale, that are applying for the "federal" 

and "research" university subsidies. Moscow State University voiced its long term 

plans to increase the number of international students in the span of ten years 

������������IURP�����WR������6W�3HWHUVEXUJ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�IURP����WR������
Kazan State University from 2.1% to 3.2%, Tomsk and Novosibirsk State Universi-

WLHV�VSHFLˋHG�WKH�DJH�LQFUHDVH�RI�VWXGHQWV�IURP�&,6�FRXQWULHV�15

$V�RI�-XO\�������5XVVLD�LV�RQ�WKH�RIˋFLDO�OLVW�RI�:RUOG�7UDGH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��FRPSHWLQJ�
against others.19



According to the latest UNESCO statistics, that analyses the numbers of out-

bound and inbound mobile students, there is a pattern in USSR countries of 

high numbers of students coming to study to Russia, from Kazakhstan, Belarus, 

8NUDLQH��8]EHNLVWDQ��6LPLODUO\��ZH�VHH�WKH�ZRUOGȢV�WRS�DFDGHPLF�FHQWHUV�EHQHˋW-
ing from our talent, with other ties introduced through the former channels of 

political expansion.

Maria Safonova discusses the chances of Russian universities on the world stage 

LQ�DWWUDFWLQJ�WRS�WDOHQW��6KH�ˋQGV�PDLQ��PRELOLW\�URXWHV��JUDYLWDWLQJ�WR�VL[�PDMRU�
QRGHV��86��*UHDW�%ULWDLQ��)UDQFH��$XVWUDOLD��*HUPDQ\�DQG�5XVVLD���6KH�FRQFOXGHV��
WKDW� WKH�PRVW� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� LQˌXHQFH� OLHV�ZLWKLQ� WKH� WHUULWRULHV� RI� WKH� IRUPHU�
USSR allies and countries, which were former members of The Council for Mutual 

Economic Assistance, united by socialist ideals in the past. “Lessons from former 
countries of colonization show that, the more independent and decentralized 
the system becomes, the more chances there are for the formation of new 
mobile routes.”15

FUTURE VISIONS

To answer the urgency of investing in academic mobility, both international and 

LQWHUQDO��VHYHUDO�WUHQGV�DUH�HPHUJLQJ�
 

“The ability to generate, search, adapt and apply knowledge and to use it to 
generate income is one of the decisive factors in the sustainable development 
of society. The Research University is what plays the most important role in 
this process."21 

Masters programs might cause a spike in mobility numbers, because as dean 

of the Faculty of Economics in Moscow State university, Aleksandr Auzan in his 

LQWHUYLHZ�VD\V��ȥ<RX�KDYH�WR�JURZ�WKH�0DVWHUV�SURJUDP�IURP�VHHG��:H�DUH�SULY-

ileged in many aspects because we have had a chance to understand what we 

are working with. We have adopted the 4+2 system in 1991, so we had time 

to understand what it takes to create a successful Master’s program. It is not 

just a continuation of the Bachelor style teaching, where students are given the 

foundation of their knowledge. In the Masters program, you have to have a one-

to-one approach, understand the mindset of the students, their way of learning. 

:KDW�$X]DQ�DQWLFLSDWHV�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�LQ�������ZKHQ�WKH�ˋUVW�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�RI�
bachelor’s of the required 4+2 system will leave the university — is that  they 

will have nowhere to go. The bachelors degree will not be competitive in Russia, 

with the high number of students and level of education. He suspects that the 

1. RESEARCH-CENTERED 
UNIVERSITY 
"the unity of teaching 

and research" 

2. COMPETITIVE MA 
PROGRAMS 
“let's realize what we are 

good at and sell it”
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number of mobile students will rise — they will move to the centers of highest 

gravitation. They might even go to the third tier Higher Institutions of Europe 

in order to be competitive in the global education market. “We are at the risk of 

losing those students”22

 

Infrastructure and trade routes, in the example of Putin’s project of strategic 

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�$VLDQ�3DFLˋF�5RXWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��+HUH��
FUHDWLRQ�RI�SDUWQHUVKLSV��IDFLOLWDWHG�H[FKDQJH�DQG�ˌRZ�RI�NQRZOHGJH��WHFKQROR-

gies, science with the boost of academic mobility can create ground for future 

innovations and economic gain.23

One of the most famous precedents, ERASMUS program, can serve as an example 

for stimulating internal academic mobility. Federal Universities, or chosen Uni-

versities based on a particular area of study can serve as nodes of a network. By 

providing a University Charter, guaranteeing the quality of the program, the pro-

gram is managed on the federal level by “centralized” actions, such as creation of 

networks and standards, while “decentralized” actions promote individuals mo-

bility through the participation in the program on the regional level.24

 

In this scenario, the direct link is established between the need for the new agile 

markets in manufacturing and education of the work force. In some degree, this 

goes back to the importance of vocational training, along with the rising trend 

in continuing and lifelong education. Of course, with such precedents in Soviet 

history as "raspredelenie," or "job distribution’" which was obligatory job place-

ment of a recent graduate for a period of three years, this direction might require 

economic incentives from manufacturing sectors. According to a 2012 McKinsey 

5HSRUW��Ȥ$V�ORQJ�DV�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�FRXQWULHV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�HYROYLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�
manufacturing and act on the powerful trends shaping the global competitive 

environment, they can thrive in this promising future.”14

 

American universities currently earn more than $1 billion a year in royalty and 

OLFHQVLQJ�LQFRPH��PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKHP�KDYH�ȤEXVLQHVV�LQFXEDWRUV�ȥ�DQG�PDQ\�
operate their own venture funds.25 Hewlett-Packard, Google, Yahoo!, Cisco, and 

Sun Microsystems were all incubated at Stanford. Thus, not only was a new 

source of income created for the universities, but the ties with corporations grew 

stronger, and the university came to be viewed as the place that supplies “com-

mercially valuable” initiatives, and corporate giving to universities increased con-

siderably.26

LOCALITY
 

What naturally comes as the counterpoint of mobility is the study of locality. 

This study of the movement back to the periphery and the search for local sourc-

es of initiatives has proved to be a challenging, but a gripping journey.  Not 

only because of the vast history of colonization that the structures of power and 

knowledge have had, but also due to the complex geographical, social and cul-

tural landscapes that exist within the physical borders of Russia. The notion, that 

academic mobility might drive innovation in the reverse direction from centers 

of knowledge to centers of potential resources and industry has to be thoroughly 

examined. To attempt to provide an answer, would mean to take each individual 

UHJLRQ�ZLWK�LWV�SROLWLFDO�LQˌXHQFHV��FRUUXSWLRQ��VRFLDO�WLHV��DFDGHPLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV��
key business players, investors, resources, active citizens and produce a compre-

KHQVLYH�VWXG\�RI�KRZ�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�SODFH�PLJKW�EH�DFWLYDWHG��UHVHDUFK��LQGXVWU\�
DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�FRPELQHG���,Q�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�IXWXUH�SURFHVVHV�DW�SOD\�LW�
is helpful to look at the regional picture from the perspective of economy, geog-

raphy and social context.

 

FUTURE OF MOBILITY IN THE REGIONAL CONTEXT

There is strong "path dependency" or "spatial genetics" writes Tatyana Nefedova 

LQ�KHU�ERRN�Ȥ7HQ�&XUUHQW�4XHVWLRQV�DERXW�5XUDO�5XVVLD�ȥ�,Q�KHU�ERRN�VKH�LPSOLHV�

3. INFRASTRUCTURE + 

TECHNOLOGY

“knowledge corridors and 

special economic zones”

5. INDUSTRY LINK

“from each according to their 

ability, to each according to 

their need” — Karl Marx and 

Frederick Engels

4. UNIVERSITY NETWORK 

— DECENTRALIZED

6. INCUBATORS



there is a dependency on the old Soviet structures, that often come up in her 

analysis of the use of territories, spatial developments, use of regional resourc-

es and work activity. “Throughout the reforms and crisis, endogenous factors 
SURYHG�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�LQˌXHQWLDO�LQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�WKH�YDVW�WHU-
ritories outside of big cities. Neither capitalism or socialism nor economical 
factors, represented by the market forces had similar effects.”27 Although the 

dynamics of economic expansions of agglomerations will have its effects, busi-

nesses will tend to invest in large cities, with available infrastructure in place 

and raw materials readily available. As Aleksandr Auzan commented, resources 

such as raw materials will never compete with creative capital in attracting in-

vestors.22

 

Natalia Zubarevich, director of the regional program of the Independent Institute 

for Social Policy in Moscow, predicts continued growth of cities with over one 

million inhabitants, which act as the centers of economic development. In her 

ERRN�m6RFLDO�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�5HJLRQV�RI�5XVVLD��3UREOHPV�DQG�7UHQGV�LQ�7UDQVL-
tion," she states that the number of students has reached the maximum number 

in the whole history of the country, which serves as an indicator of a better adap-

tation of population to the current economic conditions. The numbers declined 

in the early 90’s, but from 1999 they began increasing not only in the capital 

and economically stable cities, but also in the regions. The demand for higher 

education created a market for new private universities of higher education. 96% 

RI�PDUNHW�GHPDQG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQV�ZDV�ˋOOHG�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�SD\LQJ�IRU�WKHLU�HGXFD-

tion, and the quality of education steadily declined. Even the rural population in 

the statistical reports showed that education is the main guarantee of success in 

life for the third of the polled group of young people. 30

 

7KH��JRURGD�PLOOLRQQLNL���)LJXUH�����ZKLFK�LV�WKH�5XVVLDQ�WHUP�IRU�FLWLHV�ZLWK�SRS-

ulation over a million, will continue to grow, they will continue to attract the 

mobile, prospective students. Mobility will continue to increase, especially with 

the introduction of 4+2 educational system, according to Auzan, with graduates 

looking for competitive Masters programs upon completing the undergraduate 

programs.22

As far as the move of recent graduates back to the towns and regions that they 

came from, the situation is as follows. The ones that leave the cities of origin 

WR�VWXG\�DW�D�XQLYHUVLW\�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�FLW\��XVXDOO\�GR�LW�IRU�VHYHUDO�UHDVRQV��WKH\�
are intelligent, entrepreneurial and do not see the possibility to realize their 

SRWHQWLDO�LQ�WKHLU�FLW\��7KH\�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�ELJJHU�FLW\��LQ�PRVW�FDVHV��FDQ�RIIHU�
better education, better salaries, better job market. In most cases, the talented 

young people from the regions are hard workers and they work hard to stay, in 

such universities as Moscow State University. They do everything in their power 

WR�ˋQG�D�JRRG�MRE�DQG�PDNH�D�FDUHHU��2QH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�WKH\�PLJKW�FRPH�EDFN�
after graduation might be the strong social links and family support network, 

that is present back home. They know that they have a better chance of kick 

starting their career there, but they would not start climbing a ladder from the 

low paying salary.28

The situation in cities with a population over a million is quite different, but they 

all have the tendency to hold recent graduates. Ekaterinburg and Novosibirsk are 

developing fast and show a strong hold on the population. The far east cities are 

becoming weaker. Vladivostok and Khabarovsk are not holding their students, 

and the out migration is quite strong. Krasnodar and Samara are quite different, 

not a lot of people leave after their studies. The fact is, post-industrial towns 
and mid size towns do not hold the population. Main migration now happens 
from smaller size cities into the larger ones.28 Brain drain will increase, with 
the continuation of the current situation in Russian politics and as the global 
economic situation improves there will be more and more people leaving the 
country. %HIRUH��WKH�HPLJUDWLRQ�ZDV�D�WZR�VWHS�SURFHVV��ZKHUH�ˋUVW�RQH�PDGH�
it to Moscow or St. Petersburg, now people are able to leave straight from their 

cities, such as Volgograd, Novosibirsk, Vladivostok.28

 

Figure 4. "Goroda-millionniki."
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Moscow agglomeration works as a vacuum and sucks the human resources out. 

Even now, such marginal areas as Pokrov are housing the new industries that 

support Moscow. This process will continue and the economic boundary of Mos-

cow will keep expanding, as the infrastructure and communications become bet-

WHU�DQG�WKH�HFRQRP\�RI�WKH�DUHD�LPSURYHV��2Q�WKH�ˌLS�VLGH��LW�ZLOO�JLYH�0RVFRZ�
more strength in attracting people. So these are two sides of the same coin.28

 

“The link between the quality of education and the job market is very weak in 

Russia," says Zubarevich. Russian higher education system produces a large num-

EHU�RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�HPSOR\HUV�KDYH�WR�ˋQLVK�WUDLQLQJ�RU�ˋQG�D�MRE�RI�D�PHGLXP�
OHYHO�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�PLQLPXP�VNLOOV��*DSV�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW�DUH�ˋOOHG�ZLWK�IRU�SURˋW�
universities that are good at producing low level professionals and taking their 

money. Of course, there are still universities that are holding their positions in 

the market. But again, their success has to do with the social links that this uni-

YHUVLW\�FUHDWHV�DQG�LQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�ˋQG�WKH�MRE�DIWHU�XVLQJ�WKRVH�OLQNV��,I�\RX�
are not a part of this network, you walk alone.28

 

2QOLQH�HGXFDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�UHSODFH�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�PRGHO��RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�DG-

vantages of which are the networking capabilities and social links it creates for 

ˋQGLQJ�D�MRE�DIWHU�JUDGXDWLRQ��7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�IRUP�VWURQJ�VRFLDO�WLHV�LV�IDFH�WR�
face interaction.28

 

To sum up the dynamics of movement within the regions of Russia, both Nefe-

dova and Zubarevich agree that after the crisis and reforms, the patterns of ac-

tive urbanization, the tendency of migration into the large urban centers is still 

strong. Russia is not yet ready for de-urbanization and the spatial factors of 
development will continue to be uneven. Thus, the regions and smaller towns 
will have to continue to adopt and form new support systems.

BRAIN REMAIN REPOSITORY
 

7KH�IDFWV�DW�SOD\�DUH�
> Moscow, St. Petersburg and large urban centers over a million will keep 

working as a VACUUM.

> The Russian Government has set off on an ambitious journey to attract 

GLOBAL MINDS.

 

This proposal attempts to stay outside the system. It does not attempt to com-

pete with or suggest a new strategy for the Russian system of higher education 



to be globally competitive, make miraculous leaps in the rankings or attract Har-

vard graduates.

7KLV�LV�D�VDPSOHU��RSSRVHG�WR�WKH�SRLQW�DQG�FOLFN�RQH�� LW�H[LVWV� LQ�WKH�SK\VLFDO�
space, follows the invisible path of endogenous factors, collects stories of recent 

graduates, dissects the local job market, analyses the current tools students rely 

RQ�LQ�ˋQGLQJ�MREV��LQWHUYLHZV�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�KDYH�OHIW��VSHQGV�WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�RQHV�
that remain.

 

I propose to call it a LOCAL BRAIN REMAIN REPOSITORY, or LBR2��,W�ZRXOG�EH�

> ITINERANT — nomadic, mobile and curious. 

> DECENTRALIZED — the power is distributed within the network , where individ-

ual nodes act as centers of knowledge.

> INDEPENDENT — the ability to stay outside the centralized and controlled sys-

tem.

> RESPONSIVE — able to adapt and manoeuvre in landscape. 

> CONNECTED — establishing colonies and connections at landing points and 

in transition, forming networks and relationships between typologies and cases.

> TACTICAL — aware of geographies, potential resources,  future reforms and  

high-speed infrastructure pathways.

 

In other words, this is a machine.  

7R�TXRWH�0DQXHO�GH�/DQGD�LQ��:DU�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�,QWHOOLJHQW�0DFKLQHV��

“Battles themselves must be treated as machine-like assemblages of tactical 
formations, terrain and weather, and then linked together with diplomatic 
skill to give them a political direction."

What will be the STRATEGY and will this be a BATTLE for locality? It remains to 

be seen. For now, a lonely agent LBR2 will set off on a journey. It might choose to 

be highly provocative and visible. At times, it will stay undercover. It will attempt 

to create typologies, categories, case studies of success and failure.

 

3$57,&,3$176� The proposal will not assume that by assembling a team of 

KLJKO\�TXDOLˋHG��WRS�HGXFDWHG�VFKRODUV��HQJDJHG�LQ�LQQRYDWLYH�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�
thinking — it will collect what it seeks. Rather, the LBR2 is set free, there is one 

FRQGLWLRQ��GDWD�

/$1',1*��� Naberezhnie Chelni as post-industial "TOWN-FACTORY."

 

/RFDWHG�RQ� WKH�.DPD�5LYHU�����NLORPHWHUV� �����PL��HDVW�RI�.D]DQ�QHDU�1L]K-

QHNDPVN�5HVHUYRLU�� 3RSXODWLRQ�� ��������� .DPD]� DQG�=0$� WUXFNV� DUH� SURGXFHG�
there, and the city is one of the largest planned centers in the world related to 

vehicle production. With more than two square miles dedicated to production, 

the Kamaz plant is the largest vehicle factory in the world.

 

In 1993 the factory was burnt down. Although slowly recovering, rumours have 

it26 that this industrial town is now changing orientation and turning to other 

industries.  Young workers, recent graduates  are staying in the city, and by using 

a highly interconnected network are focusing on creating their own job market. 

The town has a long history of attracting and producing top-notch engineers- 

they are the ones rethinking the future of post-industrial TOWN-KAMAZ.

CONCLUSION
 

Departure on the topic of mobility and arrival upon a clear vision requires a 

pause somewhere in between. The pause produces snapshots of typologies — 

territories that exist between the nodes of gravitation.

 

7KH�IXWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKHVH�VSDFHV�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�ˌRZ�RI�SHRSOH�� WKHLU�



economic impact and social networks they are able to establish. A repository 

of local initiatives is an attempt to understand the forces at play, strategy of 

entering the global knowledge economy and tactical tools that can be used to 

remain competitive in the regions of Russia. By conducting interviews and spa-

tial development analysis, it dissects the processes that come into play when 

smaller cities, rural areas and former industrial areas get drained of their most 

YDOXDEOH�UHVRXUFH��VWXGHQWV��:KHQ�WKH�FLW\�QR�ORQJHU�KROGV�WKH�VWXGHQWV��ZKHQ�LW�
no longer attracts a competitive work force — what happens to the population 

that remains?

 

Are shrinking cities able to produce a new kind of relationship between insti-
tutions of higher education and the governing structures, business ventures, 
community? Can the ones that stay re-imagine their role?

Does immobility cause rooting or indifference? Do spaces in between become 

the "waiting room" for the ones that can not compete?

 

,Q�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�RI�PRELOLW\��PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�SURˋOH�RI�WKH��JOREDO�
VWXGHQW���7KLV�SURSRVDO�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�SURGXFH�D�QHZ�SURˋOH�VWXG\�RI��WKH�ORFDO���
the social and economic impact of such person and his choices.
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