
STATE OF THE ROAD



Red aquare  during a parade in 1963 Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news



Human is very un-
protected by nature 
creature, which needs 
to surround himself 
with technology for 
defense

Image: Last uncontacted tribes in 
Latin America

Source: www.theweek.co.uk



According to Thomas 
Hobbes, 
the autocratic State 
Institution was also 
invented by human to 
defense himself

Image: Leveathan by Thomas Cob-
bes

Source: www.bpb.de



Enemy:

OUTSIDE

INSIDE



OUTSIDE ENEMY



1. Walls



First Moscow walls 
were built around 
the perephiral work-
ing settlement, which 
was situated on the 
road, in 1100-1200. 
The area surrounded 
by that walls called 
Kremlin

Image: Moscow around 1100s



In time of city states 
the wars happened 
often and randomly. 
Each city defended it-
self with walls. Roads 
between them devel-
oped according to the 
ways of offense to the 
same degree as ways 
of trades

Image: Cover of the book “Moscow, 
Vilno, Krakow”

Source: http://www.viewmap.org/nashestvie-toxtamysha/
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Sretensky
Rojdestvensky

PetrovskyAfter exhaut neigh-
bors and external 
wars Moscow fixed its 
power in 1300s. Num-
ber of monasteries 
were built to create a 
defense belt around 
the growing and gath-
ering strength city

Image: Moscow and surrounding 
monasteries, 1300s
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The same concept 
was implemented 
later in Russian em-
pire. Monasteries 
around Moscow were 
changed on fortresses 
in Baku, Kyiv, St. Pe-
tersburg, Orenburg, 
Omsk and other new 
empire border do-
mains

Image: Russian Empire map in 1800s



Offense became a 
tool for defense. To 
have more area meant 
to be more secured.
Empire roads have 
been expanded for 
hundreds kilometers 
east, west, north and 
south to create walls 
as far from the empire 
hart as possible

Image: Russian Prince on construc-
tion of the road to Siberia, 1891

Source: Bohanov A.N., Nikolai II/ A. N. Bohanov. - M: Veche, 2008. - 528 p.ill. - The Russian Empire in faces
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The wall lost its mean-
ing with the inven-
tion of new weapon: 
early aircraft and later 
atomic bomb. The 
garnisson artillery was 
abolished in Russia in 
1911
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2. Roads



The construction of 
the roads in Soviet 
Union was partly in 
charge of  KGB or 
NKVD (Commisariat 
of Internal Affairs, 
close connected to 
secret police). Mos-
cow Ring Auto Road 
(MKAD) was built in 
1937-1962 in hand of 
the last

Image: MKAD construction Source: http://bashny.net/t/en/6969



Road’s parameters 
were designed for 
tanks but not for com-
mon Soviet car

3.750 m 3.750 m

Photo: Red aquare  during a parade 
in 1963

Image: civil car “Moskvich” , Russian 
tank and the width of the road

Source: www.dailymail.co.uk Source: SNiP 2.05.02-85



ABM Radar

ABM Complex

ABM Silo Site

Two rings, which con-
nected defense ABM 
object being built in 
1950s were not pub-
lished on civil map till 
1980s

Civil map from 1960s for hunters and 
fishmen, in which main roads in Mos-
cow region simly don’t exist

Map of Moscow defense system in 1960s with two 
main rings in Moscow region

Sources: Military forces in transition. 1991- Washington, D. C. Soviet strategic defense programs: www.fas.org



Soviet government 
has started huge 
“World mapping pro-
gramm”, aimed to 
have each cities road 
network in the table

Image: Soviet map of Dublin in the 
scale 1:10,000 (1980)

Source: http://sovietmaps.com/



The roads were in 
details classified, in-
cluding “winter road”, 
“road with/ without 
fence”, “concrete 
road” etc. 

Image: Soviet Topographic road
symbols

Source: Soviet Topographic map symbols. Department of the US Army, 1958



From “space politics” to 
“time politics”

Paul Virilio
“Fahren, Fahren, Fahren..”



The “speed” concept 
embraced the gen-
eral interstate relation-
ships. Soviet Union 
put all technologic 
resources to be first in 
the Space  claiming in 
this way its power on 
the Space itself

Image: Soviet Poster: “Glory to so-
viet nation, pioneer of the Space”

Source: http://www.ucronia.it/



SPEED [spēd]:  

from Old English sped  
“success, a successful course; prosperity, riches, 

wealth; luck; opportunity, advancement”

from Old Saxon spodian “to cause to succeed” 

Source: Online Etymology Dictionary 
http://www.etymonline.com/
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Growth of 
world car 
ownershipIn every day life the 

concept of “speed” 
was reflected in the 
worldwide growing 
car ownership. The 
car allowed people to 
speed, to success

Image: Car ownership in the world in 
comparison to world GDP growth

Source: http://www.globaltrees.co.uk/
             http://www.ggdc.net/ 



INSIDE ENEMY



The control of 
“speed” inside the 
State became neces-
sary. Stalin asked  
engineers of his indi-
vidual car to make it 
20 horsepower faster 
than for other possible 
owners

Image: ZIS -101, I. Stalin near his 
armoured car

Source: http://www.novate.ru/
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However, understand-
ing that the car is a 
tool for space and 
time freedom Soviet 
Union applied more 
guaranteed way to 
control the speed by 
restriction of car own-
ership in general. In 
the end of Soviet Un-
ion there were only 
560.000 car owners

Image: Car ownership by countries Source: Bureau of transportation 
statisctics, CEIC, RBA, United Nations



 “[roads] are not needed in the 
steppe where you can drive 
anywhere you like. I repeat the 
are not needed. I refuse to 
invest people’s money in roads”

The limited automobi-
lization in Soviet Un-
ion had to deal with 
the political regime. 
To control the 60.000 
km of the border 
seems to be impos-
sible if citizens have 
cars. Khrushev’s proc-
lamation “we need 
no roads in Soviet 
Union”  is kind of evi-
dence in this case

Image: Soviet poster
with Nikita Khruschev, 1962

Image source: http://russian7.ru/
Qoute source: Cars for Comrades.The Life of the Soviet Automobile
Lewis H. Siegelbaum
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As soon as Soviet 
Union collapsed, the 
car broke the speed 
control. In ten years 
the amount of cars  
in Russia increased 
four times. Car made 
people able to choose 
their own space and 
to control their own 
time



Together with the 
growing car owner-
ship, the State devel-
oped another system 
of speed control. Be-
ing not able to restrict 
the “speed” in general 
the State provided 
cinch on it

Source: http://bashny.net/t/en/6969Helicopter traffic police patrol on the 
Moscow Ring Auto Road/ MKAD



Permanent road police 
Temporary road police posts

Each crossroad of ra-
dial road and MKAD  
in Moscow is taken un-
der the control of po-
lice

Source: radarinfo.ru



Architectural typology 
of Moscow police con-
trol posts is similar to 
the typology of an an-
cient watchtower, but 
it is oriented inside

ROAD POLICE POST

ANCIENT  WATCH TOWER 

Image above: Road police post in Moscow, typology of 2000-10s
Image bellow: Smolensk wall, master Fyodor Kon’, 1500s



The danger is inside, 
because there is no 
“outside anymore”

“Who can deny, that 
in its primary aspects, 
the western world [...] 
embodies such a great 
interior today?” 

Peter Sloterdijk

Image above: Interior of The Great 
Exhibition 1851, London

Source: http://www.bl.uk/



10%
 off all terroristic attacks 

in Russia
takes place in Moscow

8.01 - 10
6.01 - 8
4.01 - 6
2.01 - 4
0.01 - 2
0

Moscow in the contest 
of dangerous inner en-
vironment is a perfect 
case study. This is the 
city, in which in the 
last 18 years 23 ter-
roristic attacks (17 of 
them in public trans-
port or transport sta-
tions) took place 

Image: Global Terroristic index 2012 Source: institute for economics and 
peace, the University of Maryland



POLICE  [pə-ˈlēs]:

from Greek polis “city” 
from Latin policy “city administration” 
from French police “to keep in order” 



Moscow is one of the 
most policized city in 
the world

Moscow

Population              11.5 mln
Amount of police       80.000

10 citizens

1 policemen

Population              12.8 mln
Amount of police       43.000

Population             12 mln
Amount of police   18.643

Population                6.2 mln
Amount of police       45.000

TokioParis Rio de Janeiro



The feeling of distrust 
to the police in the 
city is reinforced by 
gradual militarization 
of the police

Image: Road police Image source: mir.ufanet.ru/tag/ГИБДД



“Car is a defense from 
the fear. Radically ig-
noring their wider sur-
roundings, cars  [...] 
becoming, in the pro-
cess what De Cauter 
calls ‘capsules on net-
works’.”

Stephen Graham 

 TO SUCCEED
 1970s

 2010s
TO SUCCEED 

+ 
TO BE SAVED

Image above: Add of Audi in 1970s
Image bellow: Add of Audi in Russia in 2014.

Image source: w.vintageautolit.com , audi.ru
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glass
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Hyundai Solaris 2005

Hyundai Solaris 2013

72%

From year to year the 
transparent surface of 
the car is narrowing 
while opaque surface 
is growing. 



In the context of the 
aggressive environ-
ment car is trans-
forming from just a 
mechanical horse for 
speed into a knight for 
fight

Image: L.A. Rygg, Mechanical 
hourse, 1892

Source: http://cyberneticzoo.com/ Image: Mounted knight of the Wars 
of the Roses

Source: http://voennoeiskusstvo.ru/



RESISTANCE TO THE 
CITY



Extremely growing 
car ownership togeth-
er with the resistance 
to aggressive environ-
ment have promoted 
the fast growth of car 
society in Moscow 20
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The very first reason 
for car clubs growth 
was the lack of infor-
mation about the car 
itself in the context of 
late automobilization 
in Russia 20
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Absence of car dillers 
encouraged people 
to coalesce to share 
an information on 
spontaneous car parts’ 
market in Moscow

Image: spontaneous car market Image source: http://bigpicture.ru/



As soon as official 
dillers came into 
Mocow market the 
process of car 
shopping and main-
taining became easier. 
Already united car 
owners turned to the 
questions of car’s and 
road infrastructure 
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The struggle for the 
qualitative car infra-
structure has started 
from the fight against 
potholes and evalu-
ated to the control on 
road interchanges 

Image: Unused tram line on
Lesnaya str., Moscow

Image source: probok.net



Already strong car 
communities became 
able to fight also for 
drivers rights interact-
ing directly with the 
governmental struc-
tures 20
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High level of danger 
on roads provided the 
need to fight for driv-
er’s rights both in the 
context of crime and 
distrust to the state 
institutions

Image: car accident, Moscow Image source: ITAR-TASS
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The broadest tool 
for controling police 
violence and driv-
ers rights is dashcam, 
imported in Russia 
thanks to car com-
munity. In Russia 3,1 
million dashcams sold 
from 2011 to 2013. 
Each third driver in 
Moscow has a dash 
cam



The last step of car 
communities’ activities 
is the fight for citizen’s 
rights
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In 2010-2011 car com-
munity in Moscow 
organized protest 
movement for honest 
election. Hundreds 
of cars were driven 
through Garden ring 
to show their right to 
vote before president 
elections

Image: autoprotest for honest elections in 2011 Image source: photo by Yuriy Timofeyev,
http://www.svoboda.org/



My aim is to create 
a civil society in Russia

Vadim Korovin, 
former  FAR member
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car societies structure 
in Moscow



“Euromaidan in 
Ukraine has produced 
another protest move-
ment – Automaidan.  
It has picked up so 
much speed that the 
government is doing 
everything it can to 
put the brakes on…”

Iryna Solomko,
Maidan on wheels

27 January 2014

Image above: Automaidan, Kyiv 2013
Image below: Automaidan, Kyiv 2013

Source: korrespondent.ua
Source: http://www.opendemocracy.net/



The distrust of the en-
vironment leads to the 
distrust of the State.
From individual de-
fense envelope car 
goes to the next level 



Creating a common 
car army, together 
drivers can challange 
the State


