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Megacity

Moscow is an active 
megacity which is 
known for enormous 
traffic jams during the 
day and especially the 
rush hours. At day-
time Moscow is stuck 
in congestions and you 
can hardly move in a 
car.

Source: Oleg Sidorenko. flickr.com/photos/oksidor/5755566429



Nevertheless, at night 
city can easily ‘breathe’ 
and can be driven 
through in half an 
hour with a car. 

Night Mobility



Nightlife

Every megacity has 
nightlife and Moscow 
is not an exception. 
On weekends people 
move to the city cent-
er, where the most of 
night magnets are situ-
ated. Nightlife is in-
credibly active in Mos-
cow, but this appeared 
only in 1990s. 



NIGHTLIFE



THREE COUNTRIES AT NIGHT



Tzar Russia

At tsar times only 
elites used the night 
for leisure purposes 
and regular peas-
ants even didn’t think 
about doing anything 
at night except for 
sleeping. Balls could 
happen any day of the 
week and a sign of suc-
cessful person with 
high status was the 
ability to sleep during 
the day on any day of 
the week.

Paint by Vladimir Pervuninsky



USSR

USSR changed this. 
The night was re-
served for sleep only 
and in this sense it was 
sacred and breaking 
this would be unac-
cepted by general pub-
lic ant the state.

Source: Beware of the car movie



New Russia

Right after the col-
lapse of Soviet Un-
ion monopoly of the 
state on the night was 
destroyed and peo-
ple started to invade 
and use the night 
time. The formula of 
human success sig-
nificantly mutated 
compared to the one 
which existed 100 
years ago. Now a suc-
cessful person could 
be the one who work 
a lot and have time to 
rest and socialize. In 
this regard, the week-
end became the time 
when people could 
afford themselves to 
party the whole night 
and sleep till the noon.

Source: Reuters



NIGHT IS...



Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’

Evil,Danger
and Unknown

Since ancient times 
night was a special 
period of time, which 
regularly was associ-
ated with danger and 
evil. At night all the 
paranormal rituals 
were performed under 
the light of the moon. 
Ghosts, vampires and 
werewolves also were 
believed to appear 
only at night time. Al-
most every culture has 
myths where night is 
shown as a source of 
evil.



Nighttime

Linguistically day in 
Russian language is 
divided in for parts: 
morning time, day 
time, evening time and 
night time (0:00-3:59).

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’

Metro is extremely 
important element in 
Moscow’s life and big 
amount of Musco-
vites define the night 
in terms of metro non 
working hours, which 
is closed from 1 am to 
5.30 pm.
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For people in Russia, 
who consume alco-
hol on a regular basis, 
night time starts at 11 
pm and finishes at 8 
am according to Rus-
sian Federation law.



MOSCOW NIGHT
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“IKEA
 Standard”

One of the first things 
that I noticed in Mos-
cow night was working 
hours of IKEA. Com-
paring to other cities 
Moscow seems to be 
much more active at 
night.

Source: IKEA websites
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Night
Companies

In February 2014 
Yandex published a 
report, where showed 
Russian companies 
working hours. 8 per-
cent of all companies 
work in Moscow at 
night. 

Source: Yandex



electronics

dentist

mobile phone shop
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24/7 Services

Obviously, most of 
them are bars, res-
taurants, nightclubs, 
petrol stations, gro-
cery stores and flower 
shops. However, 
among this number, 
there are such unusual 
places for non-Musco-
vite as jewelry stores, 
sports stores, book 
stores, post offices, no-
taries and pawn shops.
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Night 
clubs&bars

Main magnets of the 
nightlife in Moscow 
obviously are places 
where you can drink 
alcohol, socialize, etc.
Concentration of night 
clubs and bars in Mos-
cow is in the central 
area (central vs. pe-
riphery).

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’



Where do 
they live?

90% of Muscovites live 
in the area between 
the MKAD and the 
Third Ring. 



WORK MIGRATION
LEISURE M

IG
RATIO

N

Day vs. Night
Migration

If during the working 
day people migrate 
from periphery to the 
center for work, then 
at nigtht they rush into 
the central part of the 
city for their leisure 
time.
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Day vs. Night
Population

If we take into account 
only  awake popula-
tion, which represent 
users of Moscow at 
night, then 12 million 
megacity of Moscow 
turns into much small-
er city with couple of 
thousands inhabitants.



New Ritual
New Routine 

And for that popula-
tion a glass of wine/
beer after work with 
friends weekend party 
or became somehow 
a new ritual of relaxa-
tion.

Source: Edijc Vucens, Facebook



NIGHT TRANSPORT



NIGHT PUBLIC TRANSPORT
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Background

Daytime public trans-
port was introduced 
in Moscow in the end 
of 19th century, so at 
night at that time you 
would need to have a 
personal carriage/car 
or rent one.



Background

This was true by 1964 
when ten night public 
transport routes were 
introduced. 

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’



10 km

1964 2013

Background

These ten new routes 
linked bus and rail-
way stations and in-
terchange nodes of 
central part of the city 
with sleeping districts. 
Surprisingly enough, 
in a time when night-
life was virtually not 
existing (in the USSR) 
night transport net-
work was developed as 
good as now or even 
better.

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’
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Background

This is because the 
city borders were 
moved to Moscow 
Ring Road (MKAD) 
only in 1960.

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’



2004

After the collapse of 
the Soviet Union night 
public transport in 
Moscow was absent 
until 2004 when the 
city authorities de-
cided to experiment 
with adding 5 public 
transport routes at 
night. However, be-
cause of a small pas-
senger amount experi-
ment was considered 
a failure and in 2006 
Moscow again was left 
without night buses.

Source: Flickr’



In August 2013 Mos-
cow authorities decid-
ed to implement night 
public transportation 
again and experiment 
is still ongoing with 9 
routes for the whole 
megacity of Moscow.

2013



Characteris-
tics

Currently there are 
9 night public trans-
port routes 177 km 
long, which connect 
the central districts of 
Moscow with areas on 
the periphery. Depart-
ment of Transport 
in Moscow estimates 
1000-1500 passengers 
as daily capacity for 
the whole night public 
transport.

Source: bus.ruz.net, tram.ruz.net, trolley.ruz.net



MOSCOW

NEW YORK LONDON PARIS

World

If we will compare it 
to different world meg-
acities such as New 
York, London and 
Paris, which is regulal-
ry used by Sobyanin as 
benchmarks then we 
will see how Moscow 
lags behind.

Source: Henry Fuseli, ‘Nightmare’



TAXIS
GYPSY OR LEGAL

In February 2013 mayor Sobyanin stated that 70% of Moscow taxi market 
is operated by illegal drivers and only 30% by legal ones.

Source: Timur Dubinin. flickr.com/photos/95582745@N05/



Source: 24time.ru/category.php?id=54

Background

Horse cabs can be 
called a prototype of 
the modern taxi. It all 
started in the end of 
the XVI century, when 
the peasants from the 
surrounding villages 
with their own horses 
and sledges started to 
come to Moscow in 
winter. At the same 
time there were offi-
cial sledge drivers who 
were paying particular 
amount of money to 
the city for the possi-
bility to stand next to 
the theaters.



Source: 24time.ru/category.php?id=54

Taxometer

Taxis in Moscow in 
the conventional sense 
of the word (a mo-
tor vehicle licensed to 
transport passengers 
in return for payment 
of a fare and typically 
fitted with a taxime-
ter) appeared only in 
1908.



Source: Dprezat, flickr.com/photos/dprezat/3206710256

Tradition

After the war GAZ 
factory began to pro-
duce vehicles used ex-
clusively as taxis. Thats 
when attributes of the 
Soviet taxi appeared: 
checker board pattern 
and green beacon on 
the windshield, indi-
cating that the driver is 
free or not.



Source: tram.ruz.net, bus.ruz.net, trolley.ruz.net

Taxi driver 
USSR

During the Soviet 
times taxi drivers were 
well respected.

Played a role of in-
formal KGB agents 
as they knew what to 
show to foreign people 
and what to avoid.

Also they knew where 
to get imported tape 
recorders, jeans, 
watches and other 
products, which 
couldn’t be bought in 
the shop.



Source: City transportation websites

Perestroika became a 
significant time for tax-
is and had a lot of in-
fluence on the current 
state of affairs. During 
Perestroika regular 
drivers began to give a 
ride to Muscovites for 
money (bombit)

Perestroika

Smoking drivers were 
ok to take the pay-
ment for the trip in the 
form of a pack of Mar-
lboro cigarettes.



Source: parislogue.com/planning-a-trip/how-to-use-paris-night-buses-noctilien.html

USSR over

The collapse of the 
USSR and the first 
years of the new Rus-
sia massively intro-
duced the concept of 
gypsy taxi or bombila. 
All this took place 
during the process of 
mass automobiliza-
tion of the population, 
which was able to free-
ly buy a personal car.



Source: londonbuses.co.uk/night-buses/n77-1.html

Driving force

Unemployment and 
immigration were 
two driven forces of 
bombilas. Two peaks, 
when there was the 
biggest number of il-
legal taxi drivers, hap-
pened in 1998, when 
Russian faced eco-
nomical default and 
the world financial 
crisis of 2008. Every 
crisis and increased 
unemployment in 
Moscow was charac-
terized by an increase 
in the number of il-
legal taxi drivers who 
have lost their usual 
work and wanted to 
earn real money. 2000
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Now

Nowadays, a large-
scale campaign against 
illegal taxi drivers is 
ongoing in Moscow. 
Local drivers are stim-
ulated to obtain five-
year license and be 
legalized. 40000 taxi 
licenses wer issued by 
April 2014.



TYPES OF DRIVERS

ROLES AND COEXISTANCE



Three Types

Taxi driver is naviga-
tor, guide amd com-
panion.

There are three types 
of night taxi drivers: 
nomads, settlers and 
drivers on call.



Nomad

Nomads never stand 
still. Their living is a 
constant movement on 
the streets of Moscow. 
Nobody knows where 
they are, but almost 
certainly they know 
where you are. This 
type of taxi drivers re-
act faster than anyone 
else on the current de-
mand. If a nightclub 
or a large bar opens 
anywhere, the same 
day nomadic taxi driv-
er will be periodically 
passing it.



Source: http://panzicov.livejournal.com/313614.html

Nomad

Сars, which are used, 
in many times are 
bought from the Baltic 
countries to avoid pay-
ment of road control 
fines. 

They are usually mi-
grants, but megacity is 
the city with migrant 
taxi drivers.

They are aggressively 
fighting for the client 
and disliked by all oth-
er types of taxi drivers. 
However, they still fill 
their particular niche 
and they will approach 
you the fastest if your 
hand is raised, even 
with breaking cou-
ple of Highway Code 
rules.



Source: mappery.com/New-York-Bus-Map

Settler

Settlers do not like to 
ride around the city 
without a passenger 
considering it as un-
grateful. These taxi 
drivers are settled on 
the most profitable 
points, including the 
end metro stations, 
railway stations and 
nightclubs. 50% legal 
and 50% illegal ones. 
Each driver pays a 
‘fee’ for admission to 
such place.



Some nomads know railway
station timetables and plan
their route according to
arrival of the trains.

Raise a hand on Tverskaya, Sadovoe,
Bulvarnoe at any time at night and in
1 minute there will be a queue ti give
you a ride.

Bombilas should leave, but my
feelings tell me that they will be
in Moscow forever.

Settlers next to the metro
stations usually live close to
the plays, where they work.
Taxi for lazy locals.

On Call

On call taxi drivers 
work with the help of 
internet applications 
or walkie-talkie radio. 
They receive the or-
der and, after finishing 
it, waiting for the next 
one. This group con-
sists mainly of licensed 
taxi drivers. Waiting 
for next order may be 
accompanied with a 
violation of the park-
ing law as within the 
Garden Ring.



TAXI VS. NIGHT PUBLIC TRANSPORT



Moscow is the most 
northern megacity in 
the world and stands 
at 3rd place in list of 
coldest capital cities in 
the world after Ulan-
Bator and Astana.

Climatic 
Conditions

Source: http://geography.about.com/od/physicalgeography/a/coldcapital.htm



According to Insti-
tute of Alcohol Stud-
ies and sociologist 
Marion Roberts, ‘late 
night economic activ-
ity of 24 hour city is 
largely tied to alcohol 
consumption’, which 
creates additional risks 
for people being in en-
closed capsule togeth-
er to certain period.
35% of criminal activ-
ity happens between 1 
am and 6 am

Personal 
Safety

Source: m.foto.radikal.ru



According to David 
Grazian’s ‘Urban 
Nightlife, Social Capi-
tal, and the Public Life 
of Cities’ pub crawlers 
by walking on streets 
from pub to pub make 
them more safe. In 
this sense taxis, which 
are driving on streets 
in search of a client in-
crease the surveilance.

Communal 
Safety



Scientists estimate 
driverless cars to ap-
pear widely in 10-
15 years in Western 
world and 20-25 in 
developing countries. 
So maybe Moscow 
has only couple of 
decades more to have 
romantic night rides 
and talks (which might 
change your life or just 
be enterteining) before 
cars would become 
robotized?

20 years for 
Serendipity



NOMADS AS ENDANGERED SPECIES



Source: Flickr

If metaphor of animal 
kingdom can be ap-
plied to all the kinds 
of night transportation, 
then the nomads are 
endangered species. 
Absolute majority of 
Muscovites do not 
like nomads-bombilas. 
They mainly do not 
know the city, the con-
dition of their vehicles 
is often terrible, they 
do not know the Rus-
sian language and driv-
ing with them is just 
dangerous. Nowadays 
state machine is di-
rected against them in 
order to squeeze them 
out of the market.

Animal 
Kingdom



Source: Ponos Koufopolos, flickr.com/photos/istio/6438218337

Nomads prevent 
cartels

International experi-
ence shows that full le-
galization of taxi even-
tually leads to serious 
rising of the cost of the 
license. For example, 
in Paris at the moment 
the cost of a license 
for one car equals 200 
thousand euros, in Is-
tanbul - 650,000 dol-
lars, and in New York 
at auctions licenses are 
sold for $ 1 million. 
This may lead to cartel 
agreements and con-
sequent rising of the 
price per ride.



Effective
System

However, these kinds 
of informal phenom-
ena are most effec-
tive ones. Nomadic 
taxi drivers build their 
night route accord-
ing to popular places. 
Some of them make a 
very complex system 
out of their route by 
including visiting rail-
way stations at exact 
time of train arrivals.



PROBLEM,
OPPORTUNITY,
PECULIARITY



Source: Pavel Milyakov. flickr.com/photos/pasha_hoober/3952968079/


