
WILL RUSSIA DISAPPEAR?

Former pioneer camp in 

Yaroslavskaya oblast. 

The old building is ruined, 
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Thus, the future of Russia is basically a mosaic currently 

being built in dependence on decisions made by different 

stakeholders at this particular moment. The gradual 

process of development with all its complexity could be 

QDWXUDOO\�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�VKDULQJ�D�
VLQJOH�ÀRZ�RI�OLIH��+RZ�GR�WKH\�VSHDN�DERXW�5XVVLD��ZKDW�
do people think when it comes to the future of the country, 

the population and their national identity? Social media 

headlines hit with provocative and radical statements. 

Russia will be cut in pieces, Russia will lose its national 

identity, Russia will fall apart under the threat of a nuclear 

war... Will Russia disappear? 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The world has witnessed how other countries already 

disappeared from the Earth map. Both giant, powerful and 

small, unnoticeable states could fall into a total decay due 

to a number of reasons. What happened exactly to these 

countries? And how can Russia learn from this? 

The Ottoman Empire was one of the most powerful 

FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��+DYLQJ�D�ORQJ�DQG�JUHDW�
history of development, it ceased to exist because of 

internal economic and social crisis which lead to quite 

unsuccessful participation in WWII and as a result the 

country had lost the political power. In 1922, Turkey 

announced its independence and replaced the Ottoman 

Empire on the world map.

Another example is the Empire of Yugoslavia, which 

existed for a bit more than 70 years and initially had very 

ambitious aspirations. This united multicultural country 

was founded by virtue of Tito’s enthusiasm, who kept the 

spirit of a single state on a high level during his whole 

OLIH���%XW�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�D�QHZ�(XURSHDQ�HFRQRP\�DQG�

This can be explained if we look at Russia’s demography. 

&RQVHTXHQFHV�RI�ZDUV��QDWLRQDO�FRQÀLFWV��SROLWLFDO�
repressions, economic crises became tangible in 

society. Russia’s population is inevitably decreasing, 

which affects all other spheres of life. Furthermore, the 

geopolitical situation is not stable, social networks and 

state institutions do not maintain human capital growth, 

economics based on the branch production determine the 

state of Russia both within the world context and inside 

the country. 

Today, Russia is going through a critical phase in a 

number of aspects that could be a reason to predict the 

future in fatal perspective, even a total decline of the 

country. As Leo Tolstoy argued, war never starts because 

RI�RQH�SDUWLFXODU�UHDVRQ��LW�ZLOO�VWDUW�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�
of multiple factors as an outcome of their simultaneous 

combination.

“To us, their descendants, who are not historians and 

are not carried away by the process of research and can 

therefore regard the event with unclouded common sense, 

an incalculable number of causes present themselves. 

The deeper we delve in search of these causes the more 

RI�WKHP�ZH�¿QG��DQG�HDFK�RI�WKH�HYHQWV��DQG�E\�LWV�
impotence- apart from the separate cause or whole series 

of causes appears to us equally valid in itself and equally 

IDOVH�E\�LWV�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQFH�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�PDJQLWXGH�
cooperation of all the other coincident causes - to occasion 

the event”1 

Throughout history, Russia has lived through a number of significant upheavals. 
Every catastrophe contributed to the overall situation and crises often happened 
one after another with no time in between for recovery, which undermined the 
country’s potential to grow. In Russia, it is typical that strategic changes, even 
with intention for the best, were made by radical methods and therefore today 
an accumulative effect of systematic destruction of the past has lead the state to a 
razor edge for the future.

“. . .EACH SEPARATE CAUSE
OR WHOLE SERIES OF
CAUSES APPEARS TO US
EQUALLY VALID.. .”
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consecutive internal national issues had ruined the entire state 

structure and the country was divided in pieces.

There is a lot more of countries in the world which had already 

came to their end of days. Roman Empire, 27 BC -1453, 

5HSXEOLF�RI�9HQLFH������²�������7KH�$XVWUR�+XQJDULDQ�
Empire, 1867-1918, The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

1922-1991, Czechoslovakia, 1918-1992, Socialist Federal 

Republic of Yugoslavia, 1918-1992,  German Democratic 

Republic (GDR), 1949-1990 and many others, which 

advocates for the fact that countries disappear sometimes due 

to various reasons.

 

RUSSIA’S STRUGGLES TODAY

There are several ongoing trends of slow destruction processes 

becoming visible. For example, there is a tendency to abandon 

territories (cities, villages, and building slots) in Russia. People 

could leave their cities due to different reasons: it could be 

IRUPHU�LQGXVWU\�ZLWK�GHSOHWHG�QDWXUH�UHVRXUFHV��+DOPHU�
U,Kolendo and many others used to be industrial cities for 

coal extraction), it could be suffering with non-survivable 

urban diseases (Pripyat was nuclear polluted), natural hazards 

(Neftegorsk was almost ruined by an earthquake), abandoned 

military settlements (Alykel was build for military pilots as 

a secret base, but apparently was never used) or it could be a 

strategic decision to change a function of a place (Nizhneyansk 

has lost its function as a port). Abandoned territories on 

one hand stay empty and lifeless, but on another hand new 

life starts to grow here: marginal areas welcome ufologists, 

diggers, stalkers who create another environment and another 

feeling of the place which physically does not cease to exist, 

but becomes different, changed to another place. 

+RZHYHU��WKH�PRVW�GUDPDWLF�UHDVRQ�IRU�D�FLW\�WR�GLH�LV�D�QRQ�
livable infrastructure and lack of development potential or 

economic decay which apparently happens today in Tverskaya, 

Ivanovskaya, Novgorodskaya, Vologodskaya, Archangelskaya 

UHJLRQV�RI�5XVVLD��3HRSOH�MXVW�PRYH�WR�VRPH�RWKHU�SODFH�WR�¿QG�
better living or do their best to give children a chance to move 

away. 

In this discourse, the question “Will Russia disappear?” 

implies by “disappearance” an idea of the country’s destructive 

change, notably loss of the state and cultural identity as a result 

of existential struggles that the country experiences today. 

Before looking at Russia’s territory and its population, the 

FXOWXUH�ZLOO�EH�DQDO\]HG�¿UVW�

CULTURE

“The collection of industrial, social and spiritual achievements 

of people”.2 

+DYLQJ�VWUXJJOHG�XQGHU�VHYHUDO�GUDPDWLF�VWDWH�VKLIWV��5XVVLD�
LV�FXUUHQWO\�ORVW�LQ�LGHRORJLFDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��)RUPXODWLQJ�DQ�
ideological direction of the national development is a large 

struggle of cultural consistence in Russia. The President of 

Russia Vladimir Putin has declared patriotism as the main 

value for cultural education and continuity of generations in 

the country, and according to Levada Center’s social survey, 

DOPRVW�KDOI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJUHHV�ZLWK�LW��+RZHYHU��VNHSWLFDO�
thinking still remains and a part of society still considers that 

there is no consistent ideology for future development in the 

country. This idea is precisely expressed by Nikolay Petrov: 

“Meanwhile the social sphere will continue to decline as a 

Chirch of St. John the Baptist in Tverskaya oblast.  Built in1779, closed in 1935 

Source:http://f.otzyv.ru/f/11/12/92763/11442/18101223363913.jpg 

Abandoned village in Karelia

Source:http://occupacii-karelii.net/obshestvo/103-unichtozhennye-derevni.html

Abandoned pensionate in Kalyazin

Source:http://tadahii.ru/?p=1658
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World population map 

by US Census Bureau 

historical estimates, 2010

result of a protracted deterioration of the quality of health 

FDUH�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�RXWÀRZ�RI�WKH�
entrepreneurial groups from Russia. There is no nationally 

shared ideology; instead there is an ideological mix that 

embraces elements borrowed from different époques and 

concepts including imperial and Soviet grandeur, ‘energy 

superpower’, a separate civilization etc”.3

Religion has its power in Russia as a part of national 

ideology, but historically it is deeply connected to 

political strategy. This produces a double-natured? 

perception of the religion as an institution. Starting from 

�����WKH�2UWKRGR[�FKXUFK�KDV�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�
development of Russian people, which is visible within 

elements of national traditions. 

Another indicator of cultural development could be the 

imaginative expression of people’s moods: theater, arts, 

cinematography. During Soviet times, lots of ideas and 

future visions were developed, including new cities, 

science, environment, and space. For example, there is 

D�ELJ�QXPEHU�RI�IDQWDVWLF�¿OPV�DERXW�IXWXUH��³7KURXJK�
thorns to the stars”, “The Andromeda Nebula”, “Aelita” 

and many others, giving a vision of how people should 

and more likely will live in coming times. Soviet dreams 

were about equality and prosperity for everyone, about 

life in harmony with ecological environment, about 

high morality and humanitarian development of future 

generations. Such ambitious and bright plans for future 

could tell a lot about the general strategy for the state 

and explaining the overall theory of communist ideals. 

 <
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When the USSR collapsed, however, the need to continue the 

development of imaginary brave new worlds disappeared and 

XQIRUWXQDWHO\�WKLV�YRLG�LQ�DUWLVWLF�UHDOP�VWD\V�XQ¿OOHG��3HUKDSV��
this could happen because of the deep developmental crisis 

following up the shift within the state structure. 

The role of education could be leading when it comes to 

continuity of cultural traditions over generations. Russia 

traditionally has a troublesome relation to intellectuals that 

often live in exile or under some form of political threat. 

Nations are united by a shared past and/or shared ideas of 

the future. If Russia does not have a shared vision for the 

IXWXUH�\HW��SHUKDSV�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SDVW�FRXOG�VXVWDLQ�LWV�
national and cultural identity. In fact, this is already happening 

on numerous holidays and military parades, emphasizing 

a collective spirit that is rooted in the past. What is next? 

What will next generation know about current state? Will it 

overcome crises and how?

POPULATION

After 1992, the demographic situation in Russia has 

dramatically changed towards critical dynamics of birth rate 

versus death rate. This phenomenon has even been coined 

µ5XVVLDQ�FURVV¶��7KH�81�SUHGLFWV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�VKRUWDJH�RI�
population in Russia by 2100 which is correlated with a 

number of internal struggles happening in the country today.

Shortage of the population taken as an inevitable process could 

EH�GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQÀXHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�5XVVLD��,Q������
Emmanuel Todd, sociologist, claimed that the rising infant 

death rates in USSR would become a “death sentence for the 

system”.4 In this way Todd predicted the fall of the biggest 

country in the world with reference to a purely demographic 

trend.

Analysis of the demo¬graphic trends in the world

The notion “demography” was coined by A.Giyar in 1855 

to explain combination of social and analytical approach to 

VFLHQWL¿F�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�SRSXODWLRQ��7KDW�WLPH�ZRUOG�
population was about 1 billion people. Today, the demographic 

situation of the world has completely changed, since the planet 

accommodates 7 billion people, whilea raise to 9 billion is 

expected for 2050.

According to the theory of demographic shift, processes of 

rapid population growth started because of the industrial 

development of European countries in the beginning of XIXth 

century. The notion of “demographic shift” basically implies a 

change of procreation type?? within the community.

7KH�¿UVW�GHPRJUDSKLF�VKLIW�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�
modern industrial enterprises. The living standards became 

higher because of the development of medicine, technologies 

and urban infrastructure, rural population moved to the cities.

As a result, the death rate became much lower while the 

birthrate remained to be the same or slightly lower. 

Before the industrial development type of reproduction in 

Europe was primitive (a lot of kids in one family and a high 

death rate). But then the model changed towards having 

several kids which are healthy enough to continue procreation.

Population growth in Europe was not dramatic and did not 

KXJHO\�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�GHPRJUDSKLF�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��%XW�
the industrial development of Europe triggered population 

growth in colonized countries where it had got very high 

temps. Overpopulation became a reason of huge migration 

 <  <



movements: from middle Asia people moved to America 

and Oceania.

Second demographic shift is a change of reproduction type 

to a family with one kid and an age of mother up to 30 

years. This produces generally lower birthrate and ageing 

of population. Pioneers of this shift were countries of 

Northern and Western Europe. This kind of demographic 

VLWXDWLRQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�OHDGV�WR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�VKRUWDJH�RI�
population which is why there was another wave of 

migration from growing Middle East to Western and 

Northern Europe. 

China, Iran, Kazakhstan, and Japan have already 

RYHUFRPH�WKH�¿UVW�GHPRJUDSKLF�VKLIW�
But today the population still continues to grow in Africa 

DV�LW�LV�WKH�ODWHVW�UHJLRQ�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�GHPRJUDSKLF�
shift. Some countries of the Middle East continue to grow, 

but at slower rates. By the middle of the century, there are 

expected 5 mln?? people only in the Central Asia. That 

means there is a high potential for appearance of another 

migration wave from the Central Asia and Africa to 

accessible countries of the world and one of them could be 

Russia due to its demographic decline.

According to the Federal Migration Service and the 

“Concept of the State Migration Politics of the Russian 

Federation by the year 2025”5, the country needs migrants 

WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�ODERU�IRUFH�GHPDQGV��$ORQJ�ZLWK�FDOOLQJ�IRU�
external forces, Federal powers initiate programs for self 

healthcare propaganda, such as the harm of alcohol and 

tobacco. Rising the level of social awareness of pernicious 

habits, the State raises the potential of national health 

and respectively the birthrates. There is a number of 

other social programs which take place but do not have 

D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�
of live. Among those programs are related to housing 

development and renovation, education and training and of 

course medical services development.

Apparently the problem of social capital development 

still remains unresolved since the demographic statistics 

indicate high temps of population shrinking, ageing of 

population, high infant death rates, and high level of 

criminal activities.

TERRITORY 

The largest country in the world has an extremely diverse 

geographical structure on its more than 17 mln square 

km area. Russia lasts for 4000 km from North to South 

and 10000 from East to West and on its vast territory you 

ZLOO�¿QG�WKUHH�FOLPDWLF�]RQHV��VHYHQ�W\SHV�RI�VRLO��ERWK�
PRXQWDLQ�DQG�KRUL]RQWDO�UHOLHI��GLYHUVH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�ÀRUD�
and fauna. Russia borders with 18 other countries, among 

which are Belorussia, Finland, Japan and USA.

A large part of the area has never been fully settled, but in 

recent decades, due to the demographic decline, Russian 

territory is getting even less populated. Most part of the 

country is not suitable for agricultural development; at 

some places both climatic and geographic conditions are 

not good for living as well.

In this way, the vast territory of Russia is at the same 

time its pride and its existential struggle: inhabited area 

“. . .DEVELOPMENT 
OF TECHNOLOGICAL 
INNOVATIONS OR A TOTAL 
DECAY...”

should be maintained and self-colonized by the state 

not less than slots with high density. The picture of 

vast and unsettled Russian area looks quite different 

within the world trends of territorial reclaiming. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn said, «It’s hard to imagine 

that overloaded planet will further and further tolerate 

neglected unreclaimed Russian spaces».6 

Itis not a secret that Russia is being given a purely 

raw-exports role within the global trade context. 

According to experts, 5% of Russia’s income comes 

from labor, 20% - capital and 75% natural-resource 

rents.7 In the near future, Russia’s main source of 

income may literally run dry. 

Since national consistence of Russia is highly 

diverse, mapping nations in Russia could be a 

geographical prototype of a potential ‘natural’ 

dissolution of the country. But the borders of 

administrative regions do not match with the borders 

of nationalities. Objectively, there are no regions 

with purely one national population, so the chances 

for separation of the country by national criteria 

DUH�SUHWW\�ORZ��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�D�KLVWRULFDOO\�
grounded possibility for the most numerous and solid 

nationalities of Russia (byryaty, yakuty and mordva) 

to declare their independence if they consider to 

be separated rather than to be a part of a declining 

country. This had already had a precedent with 

Tatarstan, Kazakhstan, Ichkeria.

Moreover, the separation of a Siberian state was 

predicted to get independence under the USA 

protectorship. Vladimir Kiselev claims that “Siberia 

must get rid of the Moscow yoke. It will not be able 

to become an independent state. The only way for 

the territory to prosper in the future is to become a 

part of the US. The US has successful experience 

in obtaining independence. After the referendum, 

Siberia will become a part of the territory of the 

United States, just like California and Alaska are, 

even though they were Russian colonies in the 19th 

century”.8

A risk of external invasion still remains a possible 

scenario. Nikolay Berdyaev foresaw Russia being 

invaded by China and the USA: “…If the war will 

continue, then Russia, which is no longer a subject, 

but an object, being an arena for the  clash of nations, 

will continue to decay, and this decay will go too far 

by the day of the war ending. Dark destructive forces, 

killing our country, base all their hopes on the idea 

of a terrible global cataclysm which will happen in 

future and destroy the basics of Christian culture. 

This forces speculate on the World War and their 

expectations are not so wrong. The whole Europe 

will face an internal explosion and disaster such as 







ours. Life of European nations will be thrown back to the 

elementary, it is threatened by barbarization. And then the 

judgment will come from Asia. On the ashes of the old 

Christian Europe, thinned, shocked to the very basics by 

its own barbarian chaotic elements, there will be another, 

alien for us race, with another faith, with unfamiliar to 

us civilization. As opposed to this perspective, the entire 

World War is just a family quarrel. Now as a result of 

World War to win, really win can only extreme East, Japan 

and China, the race which is not exhausted itself, and 

also the extreme West, America. After the weakening and 

corruption of Europe and Russia there will rein China and 

$PHULFD��WZR�IRUFHV�ZKLFK�FDQ�¿QG�SRLQWV�RI�FRQYHUJHQFH�
between each other. Then will come true Chinese-

American realm of equality, in which any rises and ascents 

will be impossible”.9

CONCEPTS OF DEVELOPMENT

To create a map of possible decisions for the future of 

Russia let us take the demographic decline, territorial 

crisis and cultural vagueness as a core of the problem 

DQG�VHH�KRZ�LW�FRXOG�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�RYHUDOO�GHYHORSPHQW�
when combined all together. Orienting on positive future 

perspective, let us explore what should/can be done to 

prevent Russia’s potential disappearance. 

POPULATION INCREASE

Russian population today is 143.3 million people, density 

8.4 person per square km.10 Population density along 

with the population growth is not equal within the entire 

territory: thus, in several regions of the central part, the 

population is decreasing with high speed, but in the North 

Caucasus it is steadily growing. This clearly indicates the 

irregular and uneven character of the Russian population 

distribution. 

+RZHYHU��RYHUDOO�UDWLR�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�5XVVLD�LV�
close to 0.

Impartial statistics say that since 1991 population in 

Russia is stably decreasing and demographic forecasts 

for Russia predict further shortage due to the lowering of 

birthrates and rising of death rates.

+RZ�FRXOG�5XVVLD�FRSH�ZLWK�GHPRJUDSKLF�GHFOLQH"�(LWKHU�
IRUFH�DQG�VWLPXODWH�SHRSOH�WR�KDYH�PRUH�FKLOGUHQ��RU�¿QG�
D�ZD\�WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�JDS�E\�RWKHU�PHDQV��DQG�D�
¿UVW�RQH�LV�D�VLPSOH�FRQFHSW�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�SROLF\�
Russia’s territory historically is less populated in the East 

and denser in the European part which is mostly due to 

geographical location and climate. In fact, the Siberian 

DQG�)DU�(DVW�DUHD�ZHUH�QHYHU�KLJKO\�SRSXODWHG��+RZHYHU��
in periods of rapid growth the country had a tendency 

of a slow expansion to the East. This is evident from the 

following map of Russian cities from 1917 to 1990s.

Relying on this fact, a concept of further investigation 

could become a possible way of development for the 

living environment in the country. Who will move to live 

in Yakutiya, Siberia, Far East?

First way: internal movement of population.

There is a Federal strategy to encourage people, especially 

young specialists, to move around the country. These are 

SURJUDPV�RI�QDWLRQDO�PRELOLW\��HGXFDWLRQDO�ÀH[LELOLW\��

medical services accessible to everyone, ability to get 

appropriate accommodation. Also, there is a tendency to 

migrate to oil production industrial areas (western Syberia).

In this way, internal migration would be a trigger to 

UHFODLP�HPSW\�DUHDV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�LW��¿UVWO\�DQ�
infrastructural network of communications within the 

country should be developed. For example, today we 

have a tree-structured system of roads leading to the Far 

East, which is extremely non effective for a complex 

development of the territory.

Second way: immigration from the Central Asia.

According to demographic estimation11, immigration is the 

RQO\�ZD\�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�5XVVLD��+RZHYHU��
HYHQ�WKH�KLJKHU�IRUHFDVW�ZLWK�PD[LPDO�PLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZ�ZLOO�
not make the population dynamics positive.

State Government nevertheless relies on possibility 

to increase the population by means of immigrants, 

because even in case of 4% growth of the Russian’s labor 

productivity, the country will need 20 more mln people in 

�����WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�SODQ�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�JURZWK�12 Thus, from 

Governmental perspective, immigrants are the only way to 

cope with this crisis.

This is also why the Russian Federation State Migration 

Policy Concept by the year 2025 was accepted last June. 

These are policies for shorter term of procedure for getting 

residence permission, more facilities and social services 

accessible for foreigners.

New migration policy is a topic of debate. While some 

people can accept it, some can’t due to national creeds. 

Nevertheless, it is a very popular discussion among 

professionals and ordinary people, especially in the contest 

of analyzing European experience in multiculturalism. 

+RZHYHU��ZRUOG�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWK�LWV�EDE\�ERRP�
GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQÀXHQFHV�5XVVLDQ�GHPRJUDSKLF�WUHQGV�DQG�
roughly estimated perspective could be that migrants will 

come to Russia because they really will need it, whether 

Russia will be able to welcome them properly or not. 

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�PLJUDQWV�ÀRZ�
Russia will have and how the living environment should 

DQG�ZLOO�ORRN�OLNH�LQ�IXWXUH��+LVWRULFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�
Russia has never experienced a rapid and large scale 

integration of a new culture, except for the Mongol-Tatar 

Yoke in XIV century (which is a quite disputable topic). 

Time of the Yoke in Russia was stagnating period for the 

FRXQWU\�GHYHORSPHQW��DV�FRXOG�EH�MXGJHG�E\�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�
decay in craftworks (self-sharpening knifes), stagnating 

in city development (wooden water pipes in Novgorod) 

and a number of social issues (wars and exhaustion by the 

tributes).

Today’s agenda is different, potential cohabitation of the 

Russian and Eastern culture should be mutually voluntary 

DQG�FRQVFLRXV��+RZHYHU��D�QHZ�FXOWXUDO�LGHQWLW\�ZLOO�
inevitably bring changes to the social environment and 

physical image of the cities which Europe has already 

experienced. For example, Sweden is accepting refugees 

from the countries of Middle East for more than 40 years 

and in certain cities (e.g. Malmo, Gothenburg) today there 

is an extremely high percentage of immigrants in the 

national consistence. In 1993 there were 10% of refugees 

in Sweden, in 2011 it became twice as big13, and for the 

particular population of the city of Malmo it is 29%14 of 

people with foreign roots.



ORACLE IN WRITING
CITATIONS ON THE FUTURE OF RUSSIA

communist ethical and educated Universes for creative labor in the 
sci-fi of the 1950-1960’s. But there were also different attitudes 
to the future, i.e. Zamyatin, Platonov, Olesha, Esenin, Aksenov, 
Voinovich sensed the absurd of the communist ideology and 
even, to a certain extent, predicted the defeat of soviet dreams and 
ideas. Sometimes the toughest conditions of the regime produced 
metaphysical literary jewels such as Andreev’s Rose of the World, 
which described one of the lightest spiritual utopian realms.
Just one or two decades before the collapse of USSR, Russian 
literature seemingly stopped predicting such futures; due to certain, 
more pressing issues – a fatigue and disillusion with the bright 
communist future, shortage of products, the problems of a new 
created country, privatization and start of the rat race – public and 
literary attention was shifted to (what was then) the present day. 
Russian writers and poets who tried to speak about the future, 
i.e. Pelevin, Sorokin, Swarovski, Glukhovsky, either created the 
dark images of Russia’s possible future compiled from past soviet 
traumas and fears of the present ,or they created a space for 
escapist dream that could have reduced the perceived pain. 
But had the future really disappeared from Russian literature? 
Perhaps it was no longer projected in the same way (i.e.: through 
a concrete outcome); however, some of the works by Pelevin, 

Mamleev, Swarovski contained metaphysical insights: questions 
posed which, when the reader answered them according to their 
own opinion, could shift the perception and attitude towards the 
future. Hopefully, these examples are the first germs for the literary 
future of Russia being crowdsourced – so that generally authors 
won’t create a static image of a future, but provide the readers with 
a space where they can build it for their own. 
Oracle in Writing is a project that provides the reader with a 
sampling of citations from literature, which, once compiled, offer a 
multitude of possibilities and interpretations: the reader can regret 
Russia’s past, feel sarcasm about its present, think of alternative 
histories and create new futures, have doubts, find vague temporary 
solutions, contemplate, be disappointed, sense spiritual sorrow and 
pain, find inspiration and love for the Motherland, and, probably 
most importantly, stay alive. It is an essay composed of selected 
literary quotes extracted from the works of Russian writers and 
poets for a metaphysical divination on Russia’s past, present and 
future in order to stimulate questions rather than give any answers; 
to hypnotise the reader and make him feel engaged with the future 
of Russia; make him believe that he has hidden powers to change 
it – or at least to change himself.

For the last two centuries, Russian literature has played a 
significant role in both the cultural as well as the public life of 
the country. In both the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union, 
social and political activities were suppressed by the State, and 
newspapers and other media were censored... in a way, for some 
time literature was the only free platform for a discourse about 
the destiny of the country and its’ alternative futures. Numerous 
literary journals and ‘Samizdat’ were eager to document reality 
outside of that which was typically projected. Sometimes writers 
and poets would dream, trying to find a road that Russia should 
travel along and envision the pictures of a bright, optimistic world 
through utopias; while in other cases, writers had a great fear for 
the future and produced dystopias as a kind of warnings: both of 
these perceived futures said a lot about the perceived problems at 
the time the work was created. In parallel, there were authors who 
showed a great intuition and perception of the atmosphere of the 
time, even had the foresight to predict some of the most crucial 
events of 20th century Russian history.
Perhaps the most interesting contribution of Russian writers 
and poets is not necessarily the futures they pose, but instead the 
questions about the future that arise as a result of their literature. 
Raising questions without necessarily answering them gives their 
readers a chance to interpret the traditional myths, and, perhaps 
more often, to eventually believe in the most ambitious outcome 
for the country. As it had a great audience in the Russian “literature 
centric culture”, Russian literature has accumulated so many shared 
questions and images for the country’s future, and it becomes very 
interesting to investigate its consequences and the opportunities.
Russia’s prerevolutionary literature, in a way, predicted and 
determined the Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 1917. The works 
of poets of the 19th century – Pushkin, Lermontov, Tyutchev – 
and of poets of the Silver Age – Blok, Bely, Voloshin, Khlebnikov, 
Balmont – as well as the works of some writers – Dostoyevsky, 
Turgenev, Saltykov-Shchedrin, Chekhov – provided a foresight of a 
major shift of social, political and economic systems in the country; 
a lot of predictions hinted at the possibility of a bloody revolution, 
the end of monarchy and tsarism; some foretold the crisis of faith 
and the coming of atheism; others described the destruction of 
cultural realm of noble intelligentsia by the new social classes, e.g. 
proletariat. But apart from the dark foresight of the period, Russian 
literature of the time documented prophecies of hope for Russia’s 
revival and enforcement of spiritual strength after the catastrophes; 
Chernyshevsky was a powerful inspiration for many generations 
of readers with its utopian image of a great socialist future. Even 
when not prophecizing, writers and poets often try to augur the 
destiny of Russia – a beloved Motherland – through the deep 
contemplation that has significantly expanded the space of Russian 
literary future. 
During the Soviet period, the future was one of the most 
manipulated and popular public terms: this of course manifestated 
in literature. The communist utopias were most commonly 
described in the literature of that period; first naive dreams of 
Chayanov’s peasant utopia and Mayakovsky’s Flying Proletarian of 
the 1920‘s were replaced by Strugatsky and Efremov’s developed 

“. . .METAPHYSICAL INSIGHTS 
CAN SHIFT THE PERCEPTION 
AND ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
FUTURE...”




