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Each city can be measured by a huge amount 
of criteria to identify if it is a children 
friendly one. Canadian cities are on the 
first rank on it. Rotterdam is trying hard 
to make the situation better, they have 
government program towards making the town 
more safe and intere>sting for children. 
There is a huge amount of activist 
movement.(Marguerite van den Berg, 2012) 

The first time the discussion about 
it arose in Russia was during  the 2nd 
Moscow Urban Forum.  In Moscow, according 
to registry office, 125 058 births were 
registered in 2011, and this number is  
bigger by 1420 than in 2010. 2011 was  
the first time during the last 23  when  
births exceeded deaths.  135 000 children 
were born in 2012. (Report about children 
condition and families, who have children 
in Moscow )
  
In spite of these numbers, people continue 
to say that  when we observe the city 
environment we notice that there are no 
children.  Almost all mothers recognize 
some of the diverse benefits of outdoor 
play, but obstacles, such as television, 
computers, and concerns about crime, 
safety, and injury, prevented their 
children from participating in more outdoor 
play. The others say that there is a 
demographic crisis, that is why there are 
no children around. With this research I 
decided to check  if they are outdoors or 
not, and what kind of places they like to 
spend time in.

Examining how children spend their time 
can tell us a great deal about their lives, 
what parents and society value, and what 
changes may be occurring over different 
generations. 

Today’s young children appear to have a 
more restricted range in which they 
can play freely, have fewer playmates, and, 
in many cases, their friends are 
less diverse. (Karsten, 2005). I decided 
to research environment through children 
generated data, trying to understand how 
information can be reached out and analyzed 
in order to use it for making childrens’ 
environment better, to see the problems 
which children meet and to seize which 
steps should be undertaken to identify 
places of high children importance. 
Children generated data can help to 
diagnose such places and give a clue 
towards the future methodology of 
their identification.

i n t r o d u c t i o n h i s t o r i c a l 
o b s e r v a t i o n

To trace the history of the creation of so-
called “yard” sites is rather complicated, 
but still the first playground appeared in 
1909 in Moscow with the support of commu-
nity “Child labor and leisure”, which was 
responsible for games and entertainment.In 
1912, the number of playgrounds has grown to 
24.Sports entered the lives of people in the 
Russian pre-revolutionary years, starting 
the craze in football and tennis, and sports 
fields were built for the first time.

In Soviet Russia the construction of play-
grounds and sports fields developed very 
rapidly. In the 1920s to 1940s centers for 
young naturalists,  children’s railroads and 
flotillas were built. There were children’s 
suburban pioneer camps with the extensive 
complexes directly for a child’s development 
in the countryside.

Pre-war and post-war years brought airplanes, 
small tanks, ships, where the children played 
happily in the “voynushku” on the playgrounds 
. Control of pre-schools and parks were un-
dertaken by public education.In the 50-60th 
there were parks and leisure centers, chil-
dren’s camps. Quantitative and qualitative 
growth of institutions for the organization 
of further education, including children’s 
playgrounds, happened. Participation in the 
organization of children’s leisure was taken 
almost by all departments.

During the period of the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in the 1990s, due to lack of 
funding and attention, some sites became 
worthlessness. These years were characterized 
by the decline and lack of attention in the 
development of education.
There are special playgrounds, parks and, of 
course, there are still natural open spaces 
and streets. Kids had to be entertained and 
be strong physically, while parents had been 
working for the good of communism. 
The kindergartens appeared already in the 
1930s and it was one of the typical feature 
of soviet epoch. The state decided to relieve 
women partly from the children care in order 
to allow them to spend more time at work. 

There are not so many alternatives for chil-
dren right now. Most of the playgrounds are 
ordered from the Scandinavian countries. As 
an architect Ilya Mukosey says, they are the 
cheapest and are in popular demand due to the 
scandinavian research. That is why we have 
quite typical playgrounds which are some-
times left without any attention and children 
prefer the near surrounding to the yellow-red 
stamp playgrounds. 

The other reason why the playgrounds are 
alike is that it is difficult to get certi-
fication for new kind of inventory. Usually 
it is only the client who cares about the 

Children’s environment 
– brief description



Image 1. Child in the construction area Image 2. Empty closed playground in Bagrationovskiy 
micro-district

beauty, so the playground planners propose 
the elements for the client. So it is him 
who will say how the playgrounds should look 
like. There is not much challenge on the Mos-
cow market in the sphere of playgrounds for 
now.

Children’s environment deeply depends on 
the the parent’s behavior towards it. Par-
ents make rules letting or not letting their 
children go outside. Press, mass-media, 
government and schools make us fear to let  
our children go outside, because there is a 
stranger danger there. “Don’t speak with peo-
ple, don’t go there, don’t play in puddles” 
- that is what you usually hear from adults. 
American writer Leonore, the author of free 
range kids told me how American families are 
keen on controlling children’s space for 
24/7. 

Kid’s product chips are in high demand now-
adays. Now you can go tracking your child. 
Advertising all around makes you believe that 
without this or that gadget your child will 
never start to walk or if he starts doing it 
without its help, he will die. “American par-
ents go to the extremes if we talk about the 
children bringing up,” - says Lenore. They 
buy a lot of products which actually they 
don’t need. While doing it they narrow down 
the environment as much as possible.

By the mighty children environment I mean 
the place, where children spend the most of 
their time, where they like to come back, 
where they feel themselves free, safe and 
fun.  Sometimes you can meet some artifacts 
left there. There is such a science as an 
ethology – morphology of animal and people 
behavior. Mark - in the science of animal be-
havior (ethology) – a sign  which is left on 
the objects for the purpose of communication. 
The same things happen with children when 
they leave some things in the environment. 
They say that it is their place and they are 
comfortable to play there.

Natural space is an alternative to the play-
grounds, because there are challenging play 
opportunities. Children themselves have an 
option about what to do on the open space. 
They can play hide-and-seek, jump, run, play 
with the ball, have a picnic, make acrobat-
ic exercises or to be on their own. Open 
not built environment doesn’t seem dull or 
boring to them because the micro districts 
are filled with playgrounds and there is not 
as much of a place to run and there is always 
road danger.



Image 3. Understanding of the borders of the wasteland and meaning of the place by children.

Anya, 8 years old
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m e t h o d o l o g y

My case - study of the research is  Bagra-
tionovskiy wasteland near Bagrationovska-
ya station. I chose it because of several 
reasons. One of the reasons – it is a part 
of the first stage of the territory planning 
project which proposing to build a  cultural 
and education  area of 0.4 hectares with a 
modular Orthodox church with the capacious-
ness for 300 people with parish house there.  
In the second stage it is proposed to build 
a  housing and public utilities area of 0.82 
hectares and  a multi-level garage complex 
height of 9 floors plus underground with the 
capaciousness for  1,023 parking places  with 
a built-in object of civil defense and land a 
temporary parking place for 25 cars. (invest.
mos.ru )

The other important thing that this is an 
entertainment place for children and it is 
popular in all seasons. I am observing this 
place through different layers of infor-
mation, and one of the most important is 
children generated data, because we obvi-
ously used to talk to all people except the 
minorities, our children.  I am getting data 
through children interviews, mapping, draw-
ings, observation, twitter, internet survey 
plus  phototracking. I have tried to focus 
on different methods of looking at data, as 
already verified data, so and new techniques. 

I started with children interviews in-person 
and observation of wasteland and playgrounds 
around, trying to understand what children 
like or don’t like about the environment.  
What is there favorite place to play? How 
much time do they spend there?  What do they 
do there? 

I continued to ask adults and I noticed 
that I get quite different answers ,some-
times, on the same questions. That is why 
I launched an Internet survey with more 
optional questions in order to see how the 
children and adult perception of the envi-
ronment around us differs. I placed it in 
vkontakte because there are a lot of teen-
agers who use it. The parent’s question-
naire was downloaded in different family 
groups. 

Content Analyses: qualitative data from the 
open‐ended questionnaire items were analyzed 
for patterns and themes. Descriptive Statis-
tics: frequencies, means and percentages were 
calculated for each questionnaire item.
 
I have tried to understand what kind of 
people live near Bagrationovskiy wasteland 
through twitter and foursquare check - ins. 
Through the photo stream  I analyzed how 
children use the field. Drawings and mapping 
showed their favorite wasteland objects and 
the borders of their private space there.

a n a l y s i s

Observing the environment we can say if it is 
a good place or bad by counting what age is 
presented there. You may say that it is re-
ally a good place if there are children from 
birth to adults age. I made several surveys 
on open green space of Bagrationovskaya. One 
is interviewing children and playing with 
them there. Like this I have got the idea 
of how they use the place. Most of children 
run there and scream, pick up flowers, play 
with grass and trees, play with dogs. 100 
% of those interrogated answered that they 
come here every day in winter because it is 
beautiful and the hills are covered with 
snow. There are several natural slides. You 
can ski, slide, snowboard there. And this 
place is unique because children of all ages 
come and enjoy it, even from other micro-dis-
tricts. Children of 12 years old told that 
they come here when they want to be alone, 
because it is the only place where they can 
be without parents.  From the other side, it 
is a great place for meetings with friends. 
The survey showed that it is the most import-
ant factor of the favorite place.

There is Filevskiy Park there, but it is 
quite far, that is why this green island is 
so popular among all ages. This micro-dis-
trict has plenty of playgrounds, but children 
say that it is their favorite one, because 
parents don’t disturb. Parents say a lot of 
‘no’ on the playgrounds. Don’t do this, don’t 
run on the road. And this place is safe and 
big. So, you can play the fool without lim-
its. There is one playground which is always 
occupied with alcoholics, so 100% of those 
interrogated said that they are never there. 
There are two more, which are heavily used. 
There is a school playground, but it is old, 
so all pupils occupy the nearby playgrounds,  
that is why sometimes there is no place for 
the small children. Another playground, be-
hind the school is situated under the sun, so 
parents forbid to play there because of the 
threat to get a sunstroke.  
There were other interesting things discov-
ered due to the survey: that there is more 
place for cars and too many roads in this 
place for children play. 
The launched Internet survey showed that 
children favorite places in Moscow are foun-
tains, with animals, where the other children 
are, open green islands. If to look more pre-
cise 39%  chose  open spaces and park zones, 
36,5 % - playgounds, 12,2 % - places with 
animals, 2, 43% — forest. 



Image 3. Mapping of people motion in Bagrationovskaya wasteland, the 30th of 
June, 2013 

foto by Anton Zabrodin, near New Jerusalem

Image 4. Development plan of Bagrationovskaya wasteland, 2012 The Moscow City 
Committee of investment projects implementation in construction and control of 

shared construction.
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c o n c l u s i o n s

Observations and surveys showed that some-
times new three – colored playgrounds are not 
the best remedies for getting children out. 
It turned out that that they prefer waste-
lands to playground. Even though it is not a 
managed park, it is without light and bench-
es.
The interesting thing is that 54% of parents 
said that they prefer their children to play 
on the playgrounds, while 90% children voted 
for the wastelands.

Children have an intricate knowledge of their 
local community and consider the quality of 
their local environment to be  of great im-
portance.

Children’s knowledge of their local community 
and ideas to improve their environment are 
not included in the school curriculum. Howev-
er, children feel strongly that their schools 
should support them in achieving their goals.



Image 6. Photo  by Anton Zabrodin, Park of the 50th 
anniversary of Oktyabrya

Image 5. Photo by Anton Zabrodin, near New Je-
rusalem
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p r o j e c t 
p r o p o s a l

r e f e r e n c e s

Planning practice is an interactive process 
that generally involves many stakeholders. 
In order to make formative decisions and 
implement them, government, businesses, and 
citizens work to address local and region-
al issues. Despite the widespread involve-
ment of stakeholder groups, one faction is 
consistently ignored in planning decisions: 
children. In the push to make decisions and 
consider the numerous viewpoints 
of the adult population, children are habit-
ually left by the wayside. Planners all too 
often fail to acknowledge that local children 
may have insightful and creative ideas to ad-
dress issues. This is particularly true when 
these issues affect the local children, as is 
often the case with environmental planning 
decisions. How can planners incorporate chil-
dren in the practice of environmental plan-
ning? Planners and educators have a unique 
opportunity to become part of a movement to 
incorporate children in environmental stew-
ardship. By using environmental education to 
create a basis of knowledge about local is-
sues and to provide a platform for children’s 
participation, their ideas can be incorporat-
ed into planning. 

I propose to create a toolkit of wasteland 
identification as an important place for 
their users, or not, in order not to damage 
the environment.

- Observation
- Internet survey
- Phototracking
- Interviews
- Mapping
- Tweets,foursquare, instagram
- Semantic analysis 
- Quantative analysis
- To involve children in decision making


