
L’EXCEPTION RUSSE



The first exception to take into consideration is the 
perceived impacts of continued climate change, which, 
perhaps contrary to intuition, are expected to play a 
positive role in country’s development. According to 
scientific reports, the Earth is getting warmer, and by 2060 
the average temperature across the planet will rise by 2’ 

Russia is a country with a long tradition of being ‘unique’ that has endured a 
long process of change over the course of its history.  In order to understand the 
drivers of change within the country and society, it’s important to define exactly 
what creates this “otherness”.  In many ways, Russian identity has been shaped 
by an abundance of exceptions that drive the country to move forward in its 
own direction and behave in a particular way. The most important exceptions are 
primarily territory based, since Russia’s most obvious and well-known uniqueness 
is its huge landmass.  These territorial considerations have strong political 
implications, and therefore can be considered primary drivers of Russian national 
policy and character, even today.

in the most conservative scenario and by 6’ in the worst 
case. Globally, it means dry and completely uncomfortable 
weather, lack of fresh water, and food scarcity, while, at the 
same time, it seems that Russia will only benefit since once 
frozen Siberian lands will turn into fertile, arable land. 

The Northern Rim is a 
set of countries which 
will face the prosperity 
following major climate 
change 
Data source: [http://i.dailymail.
co.uk/i/pix/2010/09/06/article-
1309419-0B0E95E0000005DC-
364_634x441.jpg] 



It is equally important to consider the unique territorial 
approach with which Russian leaders have planned the 
country. From tsarist time, the government has been 
planning and implementing large-scale infrastructure 
projects of all kinds to develop wild Siberian and Far 
Eastern lands. This tradition of strategic planning seems to 
be one of the most powerful drivers of country’s progress. 
Starting from the development in the North of the 
country in 19th century, to the projects of rivers reversal, 
and construction of Northern railroads, these ambitious 
projects have shaped a unique approach to development of 
territory, as well as problem-solving and decision-making 
as a whole. 

The last important exception is Russia’s geographical 
and metaphysical position being “in-between” Europe 
and Asia. Throughout history, Russia claimed to be (and 
was, for the most part politically oriented as) a European 
country under Peter the Great, then as an Asiatic country 
under Stalin, and according to some, at certain moments as 
a “Eurasian country”, whatever that means... It seems that 
this status of undefined civilization, which does not quite 
fit to any of existing cultures or paradigms, has become 
a great benefit for Russia because it makes possible to, 
at different moments, or for different strategic reasons, 
take different sides…or potentially not to take sides at 
all, should it be beneficial. In this way, Russia’s territorial 
uncertainty has become a valuable advantage.

It is important to consider that in many ways, each of 
these exceptions have, to a certain extent, formed Russia 
as a country and a nation.  As Russia continues to develop, 
will the exceptions continue to determine the mode of 
development?  If so, how? What is a role of the political 
in the exceptions? Could we predict the future of Russia 
through the projection of its exceptions? 

L’exception Russe

The title is derived from the French expression “l’exception 
francaise”.  The phrase, which is increasingly used to 
describe a political state and approach, sums up “all that 
is defiantly different about the country and its people and 
which sets it apart from its geographical peers and political 
allies”. Basically, this state of exception allows France to 
do everything in a different way than others. The term 
originally conveyed the belief that the demand for human 
rights and social welfare was unique in its insight and 
place in French national culture. Yet this expression has 
since given way to contentious notions of cultural purity, 
resistance to the perceived effacement of French culture 
and criticism of supposedly “foreign intrusions within that 
culture”. [http://escholarship.ucop.edu/uc/item/22k2881v]

Therefore, L’exception Russe is a notion of country’s 
uniqueness and its exceptional right to make independent 
decisions and behave in its own way. It’s not only about 
cultural purity, but also about a strong political will and 
exceptional policy in different spheres of life. 
climate conditions.
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Projection of temeperature 
rise for 2060s. It’s expected 
that an average level will 
escalate from 2’ to 6’ in 
coming 50 years
Data source: [http://www2.
ucar.edu/sites/default/
files/news/2010/2060-
2069wOceanLabels.jpg] 

CLIMATE CHANGE

It was first recognized that climate change could be 
beneficial for Russia at the end of 19th century, when a 
Russian scientist predicted that the disappearance of the 
Arctic ice cap would vitally improve climate in the country. 
He even proposed to powder the ice with “black dust” to 
speed up the process of melting, meaning that it would 
become possible to grow wheat in Siberia on a shore of the 
Arctic Ocean.

Today, global warming and climate change has become an 
inalienable part of our daily life. Moreover, the term has 
quite negative connotation and is usually used to depict 
scaring future of humankind on Earth. However, some 
scientists say that several countries will only gain from 
global warming. These are countries of the Arctic region 
and Russia in particular. For instance, Laurence Smith, 
the author of a book called “The New North: the World 
in 2050” says that territories lying higher than latitude 45 
will flourish in the future, while others will have to cope 
with serious problems like droughts, floods, starvation 
and lack of water. The very prosperity will face 8 arctic 
countries, which he calls “the Northern Rim”. They are 
Canada, Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, the 
USA and Russia. It seems that Russia will find itself in the 
most advantageous position since it has the biggest land 
reserves, which, until now, have not been fully developed 
due to extreme weather conditions. 

According to the world’s population density map, it 
appears population is irregularly dispersed across the globe. 
There are places where very few people live or territories 
are not inhabited at all, while others seem to be utterly 
overpopulated (the US, Europe, Middle East, some places 
in Africa, South East of China and Japan, partly Brazil). 
Although Russia’s territory is large, it appears on this map 
as one of the most “empty” places in the world, primarily 
because of its severe climate conditions.

However, the projection of temperature rise by 2060 
suggests that exactly the most inhabited territories will 
suffer mostly in the future since there will be extremely 
dry weather and, as a result, the lack of food and fresh 
water. At the same time, the “empty” spots will turn into 
territories with the most comfortable climate conditions 
to live in. Therefore, future changes will provoke the 
great population movement across the planet, and will 
be followed by the development of previously untouched 
regions and adaptation to the new weather conditions. 

In Russia in particular, there are approximately 143 million 
people who dwell the territory of 17 075 400 sq. km., 
while, for instance, China has 9 596 960 sq. km. with the 
population of 1, 344 million of people [2011]. Moreover, 
population distribution of Russia’s population is highly 
unequal throughout the country’s territory. The part of 
the country with a close proximity to Europe is more 
populated, and there is a sort of a dwelled line across the 
southern border. The rest territory of Siberia and Far East 
has the average population density of 2 people for 1 sq. 
km. Meanwhile, according to numerous reports, Russia’s 
population is dramatically declining, and by 2050 it will 
be only 118 million people, even according to the most 
optimistic forecast.

At the same time, climate is already changing in Russia. 
The most vivid evidence of this is the precedent of the 
so-called heat wave, which happened in Russia in 2010. 
There was an immensely hot summer and anomalous 
temperatures of land surface (some higher, some lower 
than normal) were detected across the whole country. 
Unusual, thus unpredictable, weather conditions 
throughout the year has become a new “normal” for 
Russia’s climate. If this trend continues into the future, 
Russia will witness gradual changes of climate zones and 
their step-by-step displacement. Tundra in the Extreme 
North will turn to taiga, while taiga will change to mixed 
forest and eventually into steppe. This phenomenon opens 
great possibilities for Russia to develop and efficiently use 
these lands.





“THIS map shows 
how the Soviet people, 
devoting their energies 
to peaceful construction, 
demonstrating their 
confidence in a peaceful 
future, are changing the 
face of nature on a scale 
unprecedented in human 
history”.
The Great Plan for 
the Transformation of 
nature, 1948. Data source: 
[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-
AbAHinCZA3k/T2unLwX0YBI/
AAAAAAAACFg/
LtV0YiHT0ws/s1600/socialism_
builds_a_new_world.jpg]



LAND AS A VECTOR

Land has always meant a lot for Russia. It has gone all the 
way from a tiny country somewhere in Europe to the great 
empire that lands laid on three continents. Since Kievskaya 
Rus’ was formed in X century, discovering new lands and 
moving further and further behind the borders have been 
a driving force for country’s development. Moreover, this 
unlimited wish to expand the space of ownership, not 
even always appropriate for life, was also an instrument 
of Russia’s both Domestic and Foreign policy giving a 
direction to its interests and desires. 
Throughout the history Russia has followed a great 
number of national concepts which all somehow 
reflected importance of territory as a political vector. The 
metaphysical concept of Moscow being the “third Rome” 
has been and stayed an extremely popular idea which 
relates to the notion of a city or a state that is the successor 
to the legacy of ancient Rome (the “first Rome”) and via 

connection to the Byzantyne Empire as being the “second 
Rome”. Basically, this idea is based on the concept of 
“translatio imperii” and is used to justify country’s religious 
and political importance. [13]
Far land has been filled out with some mysterious magic 
abilities or some hidden secrets which could bring 
invaluable knowledge about unknown processes happening 
on the planet. The science fiction book “Sannikov Land” 
written by Vladimir Obruchev in 1924 is one of the 
examples reflecting this meaning. The novel describes a 
mystic land of Sannikov which believed to exist far in the 
Arctic Ocean. The first notions of the land appeared in 
1811 when an experienced polar explorer Yakov Sannikov 
reported about this land near Novosibirsk islands. After 
that there was lots of expeditions aimed to prove the 
existence of this place since it was assumed that such far 
located land was supposed to have some unique climate 
conditions and ancient people dwelled it. Many famous 
explorers died in he Arctic trying to find Sannikov land till 



in 1837 it was proven that such place doesn’t exist.
Apart from the metaphysical sense of territory, it has been 
always a political tool for Russia. Alaska was a part of 
Russian Empire since 1733 till its sale to the United States 
in 1867. A number of colonial settlements were founded 
there during the second Kamchatka expedition aimed to 
check whether Siberia is connected with Americas or not. 
The main goal to colonize those lands was to get fur and 
trade it. Later the Russian-Alaska Company was set up 
for these purposes. The possessions of Russians included 
a small fort in California called Fort Ross where food 
was produced to supply northern territories. One another 
Fort Elizabeth was founded in Hawaii by Georg Anton 
Schäffer to support local government in the conflict with 
Americans, although it was abandoned in a year in 1817 to 
avoid the bigger conflict of interests between Russians and 
Americans. In 1867 Russian government decided that the 
Russian-Alaska Company was not profitable and because 
of the budget deficit it was sold to Americans. Apart from 

obvious unprofitability of those lands, there was another 
reason to leave Alaska – in order to avoid the conflict with 
Britain Empire which owned modern Canada lands that 
time.
Another territory dispute example of Russia is its still 
continuing conflict about the state of ownership of two 
southern Kuril Islands. The disputed islands were both 
Japanese and Russian territories in different time. The 
modern Kuril Islands dispute arose in the aftermath 
of WWII and results from the ambiguities in and 
disagreements about the meaning of the Yalta agreement 
(February 1945), the Potsdam declaration ( July 1945) and 
the Treaty of San Francisco (September 1951). The Yalta 
Agreement, signed by the US, Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union, stated: “The leaders of the three great powers – the 
Soviet Union, the United States of America and Great 
Britain – have agreed that in two or three months after 
Germany has surrendered and the war in Europe is 

Metaphysical concepts 
of land importance for 
Russia: the cover of 
“Moscow the Fourth 
Rome” by Katerina Clark, 
the first Alaska map 
by Russians, the cover 
of “Sannikov Land” by 
Vladimir Obruchev
Data source: 1 [http://www.
ebook3000.com/upimg/
allimg/120303/2029190.jpg], 2 
[http://historyofrussia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/Early-
Russian-map-of-Alaska.jpg], 3 
[http://sovietbooks.files.wordpress.
com/2012/09/sannikov-land-
jacket1.jpeg]



humanity as a whole.  So, in coming 100 years we will see 
completely new Arctic which the whole planet attention 
will be focused on. 

THE INTERNATIONAL STATE

The Arctic region will become a project of united 
humanity to protect the Earth and to solve issues of 
climate and energy crisis. A new international State will 
appear in the Arctic formed, first of all, by countries 
members of Arctic Council (Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the United States), 
but others will be also participate in the process. Russia 
will become one of initiators of the integration process 
following its own endeavors of territory and, consequently, 
a sphere of influence expansion in the region. Moreover, 
this new political unit will get an access to oil and gas 
reserves hidden in the Arctic region as well as to the 
shortest Northwest trade route Europe – Asia with the 
global warming coming.  The free trade zone will emerge 
controlled by the new State. There will be still some sectors 
of responsibilities among former members of Arctic 
Council, but borders will be open and interconnected. 
It’s likely that other countries participants will not only 
develop because of severe climate conditions unavailable 
before territories located behind the polar circle, but also 
try to expand these lands to create more space for life in 
the new State of Arctic. 
An appearance of a new country will provoke great 

changes in the region in all basic realms of life.  To build 
such a society will demand a new type of diplomatic 
relationship to evolve. Economically an open international 
trade zone will become a reason to develop the 
region according a new model of governing based on 
collaboration, interaction and an idea of common wealth. 
With the crisis of capitalistic economy system solutions 
based on a new precedent could become an answer to 
many challenges of “consumer society” which, basically, has 
led humanity to the point of crisis. 
Technologically the new State will have to cope with a 
number of unique problems specific for that area. First 

of all, new technology of adaptive construction of new 
settlements should appear since basic preconditions are 
completely undiscovered. Probably, the situation will be 
even more complicated due to ongoing transformations of 
the landscape because of climate change. One more point 
considering the technology issue will be finding new ways 
to extract oil and gas from the seabed safely. It is an urgent 
matter nowadays and it will become more important with 
existent reserves going to be depleted. 
From the demography point of view fast developing 

“. . .THE ARCTIC REGION IS 
A UNIQUE AREA AMONG 
EARTH’S ECOSYSTEMS...”
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New technology of 
adaptive construction 
of new settlements will 
appear.

region will attract lots of different professionals and their 
families to become a part of the process. It’s supposed that 
an international community will emerge to build and serve 
the State. Moreover, people from mostly climate change 
suffered regions of the planet will be able to find their 
home in the country of Arctic. 

RUSSIA’S FUTURE

Meanwhile, apart from its activity related to the Arctic 
State, Russia will begin to develop before frozen Siberian 
lands to convert them into fertile ones to supply the 
changing and growing world with food and fresh water. 
With a rising agro food demand experts are saying that 
global food production must increase 70% by 2050 to meet 
our needs. Therefore, Russia’s agenda for the future is to 

prepare everything needed to answer this growing demand 
with given almost unlimited land reserves. 
 Looking at the foresight, by 2033 the only projects 
to develop in the Russian North and Siberia will be 
infrastructural ones, while other federal sponsorship will 
be reduced step by step. Russia will keep its status of oil 
and gas oriented economy, although most of the profit 
will be spent to develop the European Russia. Through 
infrastructure development Russia is getting an access 
to new oil and gas basins and, at the same time, it is 
strengthening a geopolitical position in the Asian region 
by increasing goods circulation and becoming the main 
transit zone for Europe – Asia trading.
By 2053, because of reduction of federal support to 
Siberia and Far North regions people will move to the 
European Russia leaving towns and villages. There will 
be still settlements, which serve infrastructure and secure 
the borders. Due to the decrease of population nature 
will revive after human’s activities and will be gradually 
changing because of the global warming. Oil and gas 
extraction will be continued as well as yet unfinished 
infrastructure projects will be developed further. 
By 2073 with increasing impacts of climate change 
followed by temperature rise by 2’-6’ the landscape of 
Russia will be significantly transformed, particularly in 
Siberia. It will open its once frozen massive lands, which 
will be being converted into fertile in time. Climate is 
going to stabilize bringing new opportunities for the land

“. . .EVEN IN OUR DAY, 
SCIENCE SUSPECTS 
BEYOND THE POLAR SEAS, 
AT THE VERY CIRCLE OF 
THE ARCTIC POLE, THE 
EXISTENCE OF A SEA WHICH 
NEVER FREEZES AND A 
CONTINENT WHICH IS EVER 
GREEN...”


