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THE OTHER PLACE

Polina Filippova      Artem Kalashyan

We started to search for another place far from from the 
relationship between man and ownership, from the relationship 
between man and governance. But with each new step that 
deepened our own expert knowledge, came the thought: the 
current system has nothing to do with human values or self-
realisation, nor with common sense. In a country where free will 
gets constantly challenged by different obstacles, we propose to 
find freedom in a place that is yet invisible for everyone and to 
use this time for the creation and discovery of its potential. We 
are going to explain what this place is, how we found it, what 
exists there and what can potentially be.
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GOVERNANCE
BY ARTEM KALASHYAN

The studio is looking for effective models of human 
co-existence. The result will be a model designed to 
organise the spontaneous chaos of the metropolis 
and to reach a compromise at least on a single site 
that will hopefully expand into other places.

I’ll take the study of governance system and 
other regulations. In fact, I am allergic to the word 
±JRYHUQDQFH��� EXW� LW� PXVW� EH� IDFHG�� 7KH� YDOXH� LV�
obvious: how can we bring improvements to a system 
hoarding a lion’s share of resources?

Better than nothing

Let’s start. The initial focus is on Moscow and 
WKH� 0RVFRZ� 2EODVW� Ü� WKH� IHGHUDO� DQG� PXQLFL SDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�Ü�DQG�WKH�
two are closely linked: it is difficult to understand  
the details without understanding the system as 
a whole. Indeed, we are well embedded in it as an 
institute, therefore it must somehow function well.

Horizontal authority

The first thing that catches your eye is the ubiquitous 
presence of horizontal associations, violating the 
princi ple of separation of powers. In fact, they are 
part of the control system despite the fact that they 
have been declared. Such groups are consolidated 
around certain financial interests, and the protection 
of their territories is determined by the size of the 
hierarchical level of income.

Any stable company X has strong informal ties 
with the judge, a prosecutor, a representative of the 
administration and the head of the superstructure 
(MVD) of the site location. In the event of a 
conflict with a company that is not in a union, the 
interests of the latter are not taken into account: 
the decisions taken within the framework of informal 
consultations within the group, and only broadcast 
through specialised bodies: the court, the prosecutor, 
the police, the local branch of the executive power. It 
LV�DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�UHYHUVH�WKH�SDUDGLJP�Ü�HYHQ�
IRU�WKH�PRVW�H[�PHPEHUV�RI�±KRUL]RQWDO�JURXSV��VXFK�
as former employees of the company X.

$�SDUWLFXODU�H[DPSOH�RI�VXFK�±VSLNHV��LV�VR�FDOOHG�±SULFH�
fixing’. The father of my friend raises wheat and pigs 
in one of the black soil regions. In the business season 
of spring, he is required to buy fuel, fertiliser and feed 
Ü�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG��WKH�SULFHV�RI�VXSSOLHUV�LQFUHDVH�E\����
���SHU�FHQW��7KH�EX\HUV��GHVSLWH�SUHYLRXV�DJUHHPHQWV��

UHGXFH� WKH� SULFH� E\� ������ SHU� FHQW�� +DYLQJ� VSHQW�
in the summer happens to remain the debtor. They 
buy raw materials and sell products in other regions: 
D�IXHO� WUXFN�FDQ� ±DFFLGHQWDOO\��EXUQ�GRZQ�WKH�URDG��
Claims in court and statements to the police do not 
ZRUN�Ü�EXW�\RX�FDQ�PHHW�DW�D�ORFDO�JDQJ�ZDWHULQJ�
hole and agree on acceptable terms, and with certain 
skills and desire, can even join the cartel.

+RUL]RQWDO�ODZV�DUH�XQSOHDVDQW��XVHOHVV�DQG�GDQJHURXV�
Ü�.KRGRUNRYVN\�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH��7KHUH�LV�WKH�QRWRULRXV�
0DJQLWVN\� RI� +HUPLWDJH� &DSLWDO�� +H� JRW� RII� OLJKWO\��
but lost his business. Vladimir Nekrasov, the former 
RZQHU�RI�±$UEDW�3UHVWLJH��LV�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�Ü�WKHUH�
are hundreds of thousands of examples. 

CentraliSation - the capture or release

Changes in the fall of the USSR in the early 
����V� ZHUH� PDGH� E\� D� VPDOO� JURXS� RI� LPSRUWDQW�
representatives, nothing like the French Revolution. 
Democratic innovations proposed by enthusiastic 
enthusiasts have been rejected, and Vladimir Putin’s 
WHDP�KDV�UHSODFHG�WKH�±WUDQVLWLRQ�SHULRG��

The legacy of the USSR’s unitary system has 
UHPDLQHG� WKH� VDPH� Ü� RQO\� WKH� VDPH� SHRSOH� VKDUH�
the branches of government. Those who do not 
understand the difference keep trying to make futile 
efforts to make change. The authors of the textbook 
±3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH��5RG�+DJXH�DQG�0DUWLQ�+DUERU��ZKR�
have analysed a longer time period, believe that the 
historical preconditions for democracy in Russia will 
not emerge during the next half century, although 
in the last edition they were surprised to note faint 
hope and positive change. It seems premature.
±'HPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�� KDV� JHQHUDWHG� D� ORW� RI� SROHV� Ü
mayors, governors, heads of administrations, informal 
DQG�FULPLQDO�OHDGHUV�Ü�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�DV�EHIRUH�
and far from the princi ples of individual freedom. 
With separate kingdoms, it is the return to an old era.

Putin’s team returned control to the centre, having to 
make the exterior superstructure introduce additional 
major administrative divisions in the federal district 
(link) to introduce the institution of pleni potentiary 
representatives of the President. Personal governors 
(link) add other parallel structures of control at 
each territorial level. The notorious vertical power 
in fact been built in parallel, gradually taking away 
SRZHUV�IURP�±SUHGHFHVVRUV���$V�D�UHVXOW��LQ�WKH�����V��
the country was again united unitarily, retaining its 
formally democratic shell. With this method of taking 
power, the absolute number of officials increased 
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threefold compared with the Soviet Union while 
reducing the population by almost two. The latter is 
due to the increase in mortality and emigration.

While living in Moscow, the largest of the centres, we 
see a deepening political darkness, but the law of 
conservation of energy says: excessive concentration 
in one place indicates the appearance of a vacuum in 
the other. The area previously occupied by a uniformly 
planned administrative system of the Soviet Union 
is systematically released. A political winter in one 
hemisphere indicates spring on the opposite. Judging 
by the map, the distance that the modern world 
covers is less significant due to high-speed transport 

and telecommunications. The sunny side is not too 
far away.

Most importantly, we can change the purpose of the 
H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�VWUXFWXUH�Ü�WXUQLQJ�D�V\VWHP�
of control into a system of enrichment. The Central 
Committee of the Communist Party dreamed of 
control over the territory. Current managers dream 
RI�D�PDWHULDO�LQFRPH��UHVRXUFHV�Ü�LPSRUWDQW�V\PEROV�
of confirming their status and wealth. The area of 
interest is reduced on the basis of the absence of 
VLJQLILFDQW� VKRUW�WHUP�SURILWV�Ü� WKH�DFWXDO�SUHVHQFH�
sticks to administrative centres. 

System of governance in Russia: existing horizontal connections between branches indicate closedness of 
the system for outsiders
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OWNERSHIP
BY POLINA FILIPPOVA

CADASTRE

a register of THE public survey of land for the purpose of 
taxation showing details of ownership and value. 

registration of land is a major institute of land ownership

Old russian cadastre map accomplicshed during 
general surveying under queen elizabeth (xvii)

Major function of modern cadastre is to show 
boundaries of the plots and parcels.

The transitional period from being a feudal to 
a centralised state increased the need for tax 
collection: in these terms, tax was a means of sharing 
the costs of war,  of ambitious projects and common 
good (such as roads) among all the country’s citizens.

As a consequence, there was some order needed in 
records of land in order to know precisely how much 
each citizen owned and how much tax he had to pay.

The more territory one owned, the more he or she 
had to give back to the state. In order to consider 
land’s difference in quality and fertility, land use 
categories appeared.

This is all found reflection in the system called 
Cadastre. The very first cadastres appeared in ancient 
Rome and then were invented again in the medieval 

Europe of 15-16th Centuries.

I want to tell you about how the boundaries that 
appeared in the world a thousand years ago have 
become the most important institutes of our days.

In order to clarify this topic, which might be found 
ERULQJ�E\�PDQ\�Ü�DQG�WR�VKRZ�WKHVH�PDQ\�ZK\�
they’re wrong, it would be logical to start from the 
very essence of land relations.

Brief history of land relations

The need for ownership appeared as soon as one 
human encroached on the piece of planet considering 
by another human as his property.

The emergence of the state and governance brought 
a new perspective:  since the land was formally the main 
resource of the state and at the same time it didn’t 
bring any value without a human, there was a crafty 
solution created: land was sort-of rented out or given 
away in exchange for payment costs in the face of taxes.
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Scheme of land repurposing: list of departments an 
owner has to go through in order to change land 
category

Dynamics of land use types in Moscow Oblast: 
agricultural land shrinking while settlement lands 
grow

to escape from the city. Actually they hasn’t lost their 
value even today and maybe also caused the Dacha 
%RRP�RI�WKH�����V�

Apart from the main reasons that made dachas so 
popular in Soviet times, it was also about having a 
SK\VLFDO�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ODQG�Ü�VR�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�D�
citizen, used to relying on air and walls.

+RZHYHU��KDYLQJ�FRQWURO�RI�\RXU�RZQ�ODQG�LV�KXJHO\�
restricted around the cities.

land repurposing

Talking about practical issues of Russian reality, I can’t 
skip the curious process of land repurposing. There 
are certain restrictions of land use in the face of land 
FDWHJRULHV�Ü�RQH�FDQ�W�IXOO\�GLVSRVH�RI�KLV�SURSHUW\�
In order to repurpose land one has to go through a 
complicated process. 

To find out what is generally permitted you have to get 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�DOO�WKHVH�GHSDUWPHQWV�Ü�\RX�KDYH�WR�
make sure that there isn’t any archeologically valuable 
stuff and that you won’t be obliged to build a new 
electric plant (which costs more than all your projects).

+DYLQJ�\RXU�SURMHFW�UHDG\��\RX�FDQ�W�KHOS�ZDLWLQJ�WR�
start it. But please stop for a while. You have to make 
the circle again and it’s going to last longer than last 
time. The problem is not even that the approval period 
LV����GD\V�DQG�\RX�KDYH�WR�ZDLW��EXW�WKDW�LI�WKHUH�V�WKH�
slightest mistake in your documents they will be returned 
DIWHU�WKH����GD\V�DQG�\RX�OO�KDYH�WR�VWDUW�DJDLQ��$QG�
again (the scheme is given on the picture below).
Of course,  that is not how business is done, so you hire a 
mediator who may guarantee (not reduce) the period of 
���GD\V��7KHQ�\RX�JHW�PXQLFLSDO�DQG�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHU�
approval, and finally it happens. 

+RZHYHU�FRPSOLFDWHG��WKH�SURFHVV�LV�FRPPRQO\�VSUHDG��
data shows that agricultural land in Moscow region is 
shrinking. The conclusions that can be drawn out of this 
are elaborated upon in the next chapter.

Land registration and cadastre

As far as boundaries had appeared before any 
registration, the first systems of measurements (e.g. 
metes and bounds, used for centuries in England) 
ZHUH�GHVFULELQJ�GRPDLQV�SK\VLFDOO\��±%HJLQQLQJ�
from a stone rock one mile until the apple tree and 
then two miles to the North’. The USA brought in 
its own specific system. Not suffering from lack 
of territory,  on the contrary, the country required 
land development. A different system was created 
aimed at firstly forming huge plots of land, then 
sub-dividing them into smaller ones: this hugely 
influenced the appearence of American cities.

In Russia, the first significant surveys were held 
under Peter the Great and then Elizabeth (General 
Surveying). It was accompanied by many arguments 
for boundaries and there was a whole list of 
difficulties between landlords and peasants.

The primary functions of the modern cadastre 
include, along with taxation purposes, facilitation of 
the land market increasing its transparency and 
making information accessible for everyone.

+RZHYHU���WKDW�LV�QRW�IXOO\�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�VLWXWDWLRQ�
in Russia.

OWNERSHIP IN RUSSIA

The relationship with ownership is painful in Russia. 
,Q����\HDUV��FRXQWU\�JUHZ�XVHG�WR�WKH�VSHFLILFV�
of communal ownership, but then 1993 came and 
drastically changed the whole picture: the notion of 
private ownership was adopted again. The country 
literally divided all that was communal before between 
DOO�LWV�FLWL]HQV�Ü�DQG�WKDW�DOO�KDSSHQG�LQ�RQH�PRPHQW��

During Soviet times, when people couldn’t fully 
implement their feelings of ownership in their 
apartments, they rented out dachas from the 
government, which bore the brunt of people’s desire 
to create. Dacha was a partial freedom, a possibility 
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EMERGENCE OF THE VOIDS
BY POLINA FILIPPOVA AND ARTEM KALASHYAN

Lack of ownership

The main thing about the land repurposing mentioned 
above is that despite being complicated, this process 
and the restrictions serving as a base for it were 
not initially adopted by chance. Land category is a 
regulation primarily aimed to balance land where 
people can live, land where they can grow food, land 
of forests, water, etc. So what changes in the picture 
when so much reporposing happens?

After the collapse of the USSR, migration from villages 
and small towns to bigger towns and cities has 
become common. It has mostly influenced bigger cities 
since they had a lower loss of population. As a result, 
lots of housing was demanded and built accordingly 
causing huge repurposing of agricultural land around 
cities in order to create space for new construction. 

It also caused a decrease in food production around 
Moscow: there is not economic sense to do low 
marginal businesses on such expensive land. At the 
same time, whilst agricultural land around centres was 
shrinking,  some places became completely abandoned,.

I tried to reflect this process on the images below and 
marked voids of ownership white. What is remarkable 
about this void is that it still possess particular 
intangible resources such as land of settlement ready 
for construction or any other projects.

Lack of governance

Centralisation policy pursued during Putin’s era 
resulted in a disproportion in appearance of a 
governance system.

Evenly spreaded before (government system in USSR 
was focused on ubiqitous spread of governmental 
bodies, covering all layers: from a federal region to a 
small village), the power started to concentrate in the 
centres at all levels: from regional to federal (schemes 
on the right page). 

It left the lowest part of the system empty, causing 
the appearance the voids at the level of municipal 
entities. Outflow of population from non-centrally 
located municipalities also added to the general decay 
of governance: a lack of people to govern means a 
lower budget and, as a consequence, lower interest.

Some municipalities merged together and the result of 
that process was a shift of a regional centre towards 
a bigger one: actually taking the centre away from 
this weak municipality, making it even more empty.

Centre-directed migration processes happening 
after 1991 left much settlement space empty

Disharmony of migration resulted in overcrowded 
centres with voids around them 
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overlapping: the void

Two types of voids have appeared: one in governance, 
which we have defined as places where a weak 
presence of current power can serve a platform for a 
new sort of self-governance; and the others are voids 
RI�RZQHUVKLS�Ü�DEDQGRQHG�SODFHV���LQKDELWHG�EHIRUH�
but left by people.

It turned out that both researches have merged 
together in these voids: places where a lack of 
ownership have caused or intersected a lack of 
governance (image on the right). Theoretical and 
practical correlation between these two directions 
allows us to say that there’s uncovered value stored in 
the places where both are lacking.

We see that a place where control is lifted and at the 
same time all prerequisites are ready for new creation 
posseses new potential.

parameters of the void

In order to create anything new, one should have clear 
image of what he or she posseses.

The most interesting resource of the void we explore 
is intangible.

As far as it used to be inhabited and governed 
previously there is a legitimate base already. One 
shouldn’t underestimate this asset in conditions of 
our country. There is registered land in particular 
categories: land of settlement ready for construction 
and one doesn’t have to make any repurposing. There 
is a registered municipal entity, which apart from the 

possibility of influence or self-governance, means the 
presence of governmental obligations: social help and 
federal programmes should be available as soon as 
the first person makes a registration in this place.

+RZHYHU�WKHUH�DUH�WDQJLEOH�DVVHWV�DV�ZHOO��KRXVHV��
infrastructure represented by roads, water towers, 
electric plants and gas pipes (this set may vary). They 
reduce a lot costs of entry barriers.

What is common in terms of both ownership and 
governance is that as far as the notion of ownership 
is inextricably connected with the notion of a man as 
an owner and so having the notion of governance,  
the outflow of population turned out to be the most 
important parameter in the overlapping of both.

We are going to explain further and more precisely, 
is what these voids look like, what resources can be 
found and what can be done there.

Overlapping of the voids: Centralization of 
governance and depopulation of the settlements.

The government system in the USSR and in the 1990s 
was focused on ubiqitous spread of governmental 
bodies, covering all layers: from a federal region to 
a small village

Centralisation of power after 2000: a new division 
into federal districts was adopted in order to 
diminish the power of local governance: this served 
as one of the reasons for the centralisation of the 
whole system
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TYPES OF THE VOID

We’ve found different types of voids,  abandoned 
because of different reasons: villages that suffered 
in a general decay of agriculture,  ex-workers or ex-
industrial settlements built in order to serve as some 
kind of infrastructure and becoming desolated as 
soon as their reason for existence expired.

Types of voids

- Abandoned villages
- Former military villages
- Former workers’ villages

Types of inhabitants

What is happening in those places where people are 
gone, governance is gone and even ownership is gone?
There are different types of life in them. These can be:
- illegal migrants
- special services who have training in the settlement, 
different illegal groups: nationalists, bandits, etc
- homeless people, naturally
- former citizens
In terms when Muscovites seemingly don’t know 

about life outside MKAD, it was thrice more fascinating 
to reveal that some citizens moved consciously to the 
village,  especially to those abandoned places. 
 
And since our focus here is on Moscow, we went and 
explored who they are,  these pioneers,  what made 
them leave the city and exchange their cozy dacha in 
suburbia for a chaotic piece of nature far away.

The profiles of some of the pioneers we interviewed 
are given above. The main questions were about the 
driving forces that led them away from the city.

They are just ordinary people driven by the common 
values: a desire to have better air for their children,  be 
closer to nature,  eat real food and have possibilities 
for self-realisation and control of their life and 
surroundings, which they don’t have in the city.

We’re not even talking about farmers here: these 
are people of different occupations, from doctors 
WR�EXVLQHVVPHQ�Ü�DQ\RQH�ZKR�FDQ�PDQDJH�WKHLU�
working schedule and work out of the office.

Abandoned village

Ex-military villages

Workers’ village

Workers’ village Shadeevo
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THE pioneers

common ground

Despite being different in occupation and backgrounds, 
these people have many things in common especially 
concerning economic models of their existence.

They all are:

- ex-muscovites 

- keeping a professional connection with Moscow 
(clients, markets)

- have sufficient income

- work and spend most of the time in the village, 
rarely visiting Moscow

- have some occupation directly connected with place 
where they live

They all are not idealistic followers of utopia, but 
are very practical and successful people. They have 
managed to build their schedule in a way that allows 
them to spend most of their time in the village and 
visit Moscow less than twice a week.

The places they live in are situated far enough away 
to have the possibility of buying huge portions of 
cheap land and gaining fresh air, calmness, nature and 
other benefits of rural life. At the same time, Moscow 

and its economic benefits stay accessible: one might 
JHW�WR�WKH�FHQWUH�E\���DP��VWDUWLQJ�DW��DP�Ü�D�URXWLQH�
that many Muscovites have adopted in suburbia.

Speaking in terms of voids, the pioneers act as agents 
of sorts who choose the weakest places in the 
country,  obtain them cheap and get the opportunity 
to create changes.

Potentially,  a pioneer can be a citizen who desires to 
create, to make his own choices,  to take responsibility 
of his life and its surroundings. Those who want to 
change the proportion existing in the city between 
creation and struggle with the obstacles: documents, 
certificates, officials, regulations.

Previously,  interaction between people living in one 
village made their life more significantly easy than the 
physical benefits of the place,  its location in relation to 
natural resources and other factors. That is also why 
outflow of people caused a snowball effect.

$QG�DV�LW�KDSSHQHG�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�OHDYLQJ�Ü�RQH�
IROORZLQJ�DQRWKHU�Ü�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKH\�ZLOO�FRPH�
back: one pulling another after him.

The more people gather together, the less risks 
a newcomer carries both psychologically and 
economically. That’s why presence of pioneers 
significantly adds value to a place.

Mikhail Shlyapnikov
Koliotovo, Moscow Oblast

Occupation before:
banker, financier, entrepreneur

Occupation now: Farmer 
and de facto head of the 
settlement

Ekaterina Gritsevich
Knyazhevo, Yaroslavl region

Occupation before: doctor

Occupation now: doctor 

Boris Akimov 
Knyazhevo, Yaroslavl region

Occupation before: 
journalist, artist

Occupation now:
entrepreneur (food farmer), 
farming promoter, artist

Roman Kulikov
Tsapushevo,  Tver region

Occupation before: 
entrepreneur

Occupation now: village 
entrepreneur and carpenter 
(wood furniture production)

Svetlana Kulikova 
Tsapushevo,  Tver region

Occupation before: 
student (Masters degree in 
agriculture)

Occupation now: 
cheesemaker
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Places that attracted the pioneers: what do they 
look like? What is this void and what are its basic 
parameters?

- Absence of inhabitance (lack of ownership)
- Lack or weakness of municipal governance (lack of 
governance)
At the same time the place used to be inhabited 
before and it posseses all necessary legislative bases.

So we wondered whether it is possible to build a self-
governed,  independent system within an existing one,  
using these voids as places where nobody’s interests 
can be disturbing and existing infrastructure can 
reduce entry barriers in terms of costs, registration, 
legal status and land.

Self-governance

There’s potential for self-governance and active 
actions that one can barely imagine in a city.
It can either be performed in the form of local elections 
(where a prominent local can easily be elected) or in 
WKH�IRUP�RI�FROOHFWLYH�JRYHUQDQFH�Ü�726��WHUULWRULDO�
SXEOLF�VHOI�JRYHUQDQFH��Ü�D�W\SH�RI�GLUHFW�JRYHUQDQFH�
by people over the territory where they live.

Resources

As a first step regarding the assets of the void, we 
made a list of the resources which can be found there:
- Land plots purposed for settlement 
- Agricultural land owned by villagers or local 
administration in form of pies
- Abandoned collective farms with buildings and 
engineering infrastructure 
- Abandoned houses in satisfactory condition
- Cheap massive land parcels

Infrastructure: 
- Paved road 
- Electricity lines or its remains (poles and substations 
in a short distance) 
- Gas,  water,  sewage

*RYHUQPHQW�REOLJDWLRQV�Ü�VRFLDO�GXWLHV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�
the state:
- Snow cleaning during winter 
- Electricity and gas supply (may be in the form of 
compensation)

PORTRAIT OF THE VOID
THE NEW VILLAGE

Abandoned church Land plot with a house

Abandoned water tower House in a satisfactory condition in Vasilievo
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new model of living

overregulated city and personal control

settlement of Tver region it costs as little as €����SHU�
acre) the land plot in property can be a lot bigger 
�H�J��D�IHZ�KHFWDUHV��Ü�ZKLFK�PDNHV�\RX�D�VLJQLILFDQW�
landlord on a local scale.

+HUH��D�TXHVWLRQ�PLJKW�EH�ZK\�WKDW�LV�QHHGHG��LQ�
order to prove potential of activism we explored 
side factors indicating its growth in the city such as 
IODW�UHSODQQLQJ��UHDFKLQJ���������IODWV�SHU�\HDU���
growth of communities of property owners, growth 
of protest activity,  rise of internet services supporting 
participation in governance etc.

The system of the city is planned in such a way that a 
person is not supposed to do any active independent 
DFWLRQ�Ü�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�XQPHW�GHPDQG�LV�VWLOO�VWRUHG�

apartment

differences

DISTANCE TO MOSCOW

DISTANCE TO MOSCOW

TIME SPENT IN THE CITY (%) 80% 20%

TIME IN THE COUNTRYSIDE (%)

WORKING AT HOME (%)

WORKING IN THE OFFICE (%)

TIME IN TRAFFIC (HOURS/WEEK)

*TIME IS CALCULATED 1) according to moscow minister of transport maxim liksutov http://www.itar-tass.com/c15/752929.html  2) according to interviews

 MOSCOW 0.06 Ha 0,5 up to 200 Ha MOSCOW

dacha apartment new village

alternative patternEXISTING pattern

1 2

80%

80%

80%

20%

20%

8*14*

20%

DISTANCE TO MOSCOW DISTANCE TO MOSCOW

FULL CONTROL

SHARED CONTROL

1       :    200-500

SHARED CONTROL

1       :    5000-50000

0,5 up to 200 Ha

dacha

dacha COOPERATIVE

MUNICIPAL DISTRICT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

PERSONAL CONTROL
Scheme of models of living: comparison of existing 
pattern and new pattern

Regarding intersections of the pioneers and our voids 
Ü�WKDW�LV�ZKHUH�D�QHZ�PRGHO�RI�FRKDELWDWLRQ�HPHUJHV��

There is different relationship with time spent on work, 
dachas and traffic, there is a different lifestyle and a 
different control of the surrounding environment.

In the image, there’s a comparison between traditional 
model apartment + dacha, and the alternative one.

Among the important factors in how this model has 
become possible are the development of transport 
and technology: on the one hand, people are 
technically able to reduce office visits, on the other 
there are new means of transport, such as the Sapsan 
H[SDQVLRQ�]RQH�RI���KRXU�DFFHVV�IURP�0RVFRZ�
allowing people to go there and back in one day (on 
at least a few times per week basis)

And here we approach the question of regulations in 
the city and city surroundings. 
In a dacha you have full control and ownership only 
of your package and shared co-operative governance 
ZKHUH�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�PDGH�E\���������SHRSOH�

There’s also formally shared governance at the level 
RI�PXQLFLSDOLW\��%XW�WKH�VFDOH�LV�VR�KXJH�Ü�D�IHZ�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH�Ü�WKDW�RQH�VPDOO�ODQGRZQHU�FDQ�
barely have any influence.

But when we talk about the village, that is a place 
ZKHUH�RQH�FDQ�IXOO\�LPSOHPHQW�KLV�IUHH�ZLOO�Ü�WKH�
number of stakeholders is low and you can have more 
influence at the level of municipality, too. Moreover,  in 
as far as land is extremely cheap (e.g. in Bogatkovo 

Scheme of personal influence: comparison of dacha and new village



 Another Place: Towards the New Patterns of (Co)Habitation

Moscow

1080
abandoned villages

Vladimir

726
abandoned villages

Yaroslavl

3199
abandoned villages

Tver

4589
abandoned villages

Kaluga
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abandoned 

villages
Tula

1120
abandoned villages

Ryazan

815
abandoned villages

<Smolensk

2208
abandoned villages

= 100 abandoned villages
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PROPOSAL
ALTERNATIVE TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT

Amount of bandoned villages in regions adjoining Moscow. Source: aggregated data from rosstat.ru

1 Identification of potential places 
2 Implementation of pioneers’ experience 
3 Consolidation of audience potentially interested in this type of territorial 
development

Potential of the void

Changing the perspective and regarding a place 
where everyone sees only decline and emptiness as 
powerful voids,  we propose criteria and solutions to 
find and evaluate potential areas and to find people 
who already do something outside the city. 

The practice of living in Russia shows that successful 
development of anything is a reason for unfriendly 
interests. Based on the intersection of the voids 
and pioneers,  a network of communication should 
be developed. This network will not only share 
H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�Ü�EXW�ZLOO�ODWHU�VHUYH�DV�
protection, because communities are better at fighting 
for their property than an individual.

why would it work?

Why would government and private investors be 
interested?

At first,  this approach facilitates development of 
villages by means of private investors and individuals. 
Then,  it may also reduce inefficient spendings on 
low-inhabited territories (through government ob-
ligations). At the moment,  the Government has to 
provide basic services (such as road cleaning and 
electricity provision), even to a single babushka in an 
abandoned village, and this is very inefficient.

We’ve talked to experts in order to understand 
the business processes behind development. Briefly,  
the alternative approach we propose is slower, it 
takes more time, but it is more sustainable. On 
this scale, some developers are already working 
DURXQG�0RVFRZ��EX\LQJ�XS�WR����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�
municipality and becoming almost its owners.

They invest relatively small amounts of money and 
experiment with non-traditional (for Russia) long-
WHUP�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV��$�OLWWOH�IXUWKHU�RQ�Ü�
after five or seven years, land value will grow as 
these areas will become closer to expanding Moscow.

So we wondered whether it’s possible to build a self-
governed, independent system within existing one, 

using these voids as places where nobody’s interests 
can disturb and existing infrastructure can reduce 
entry barriers in terms of costs, registration, legal 
status and land.

The existing legislation provides a canvas for creating 
your own environment, the void parameters provide 
freedom to complete the project and there is some 
time to prepare it and to protect until they become 
visible for everyone.

Value of the programme

1 Suggestion of alternative pattern 
The city provides a certain set of scenarios 
RQH�VKRXOG�WDNH��FHUWDLQ�SDWWHUQV�Ü�DSDUWPHQW��
dacha and traffic jams in between. The alternative 
scenario as another model is needed to provide 
a means of choice that few people actually have 
at the moment.

2 Economic sense for society: 
Recentralisation of wealth 
Since our country is centralised in terms of economy 
and finance, this approach allows to redistribute 
wealth from centre to periphery. 

3 Economic sense for individual: low risk 
investments
Since land is extremely cheap in the periphery it 
is affordable for many people who can’t afford 
desirable life in the city. Moreover,  it is low-risk 
investment which may pay off significantly in future.

4 Emergence of sources for growing of 
civic society
The combination of legal freedom and interested 
people in the voids may lead to the emergence of 
alternative governance models.

The image on the left illustrates the scale 
of abandonment in regions adjoining Moscow. 
7KH�PDVVLYH�ILJXUH�Ü�DURXQG��������Ü�
of abandoned villages is both promising and scary: 
the issue of selection comes to the scene. In the next 
pages the methodology of place identification will be 
described.
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PRINCIPLES OF THE VOID

Connected but remote
Following factors of economic connection to the 
centre, the void should be accessible: it is no further 
WKDQ���KRXUV�IURP�0RVFRZ��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�WUDYHO�
there for business and be back within one day.
+RZHYHU���LQ�RUGHU�WR�FLUFXPYHQW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�
developers and any external users,  to prevent 
abuse of the results of territorial development and 
disturbance of inhabitance, the last section of the 
road to a place should be hardly accessible: bad 
TXDOLW\�RU�RWKHU�REVWDFOHV�Ü�WKDW�DUH�HDV\�WR�SDVV�
through for the dwellers but make the whole area 
seem unattractive.

Existing but not governed
In our realm’s conditions, we clearly understand that 
the absence of necessity to deal with governmental 
bodies (for any issues of legislation) increases the 
probability of a conceived project to happen.
That is why a powerful void should already 
possess a legal status and belong to a municipal 
entity. At the same time, this entity must be weak 
which means it should conform to at least one of 
certain criteria: be abandoned in terms of people, 
underfinanced in terms of budget and/or consist 
of more than one merged municipality as a sign of 
abandonment and physical shift of governance. 

Empty but reviving
The historically economic model of the peasants 
was hugely reliant on the community: there was 
D�OLVW�RI�H[SHQVHV�WKH\�VKDUHG�Ü�H�J��IRU�WHFKQLFDO�
equipment. That’s why first people leaving the 
village in search of a better life were immediately 
followed by the rest: the less inhabitants stay the 
harder their life becomes. It explains also why we 
include the presence of pioneers around the place 
as a huge positive addition to the void ranking: 
every newcomer has lower entry barriers and brings 
something into community.
  

Selected but abandoned
Since ancient times, people didn’t choose places 
randomly. In order to exclude places founded 
in order to serve industry or as a governmental 
directive, which was common during Soviet times, we 
set a few criteria, and at least one of them should 
be performed:
- Presence of the settlements, whose population 
UHGXFHG�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�WLPHV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW����
years*,  as evidence of decline.
- There is, or is used to be, a monumental bulding 
of cultural or religious purpose built before 1917**, 
as a proof of informed choice and desire to live in 
the area permanently, regardless of the state and 
industry directives.
- The existence of archaeological remains*** or 
traces of ancient settlements that existed here more 
WKDQ�����\HDUV�DJR���DV�D�KLVWRULFDO�FRQILUPDWLRQ�
of non-random selection of the site.

:K\���"���7KH�UHPDLQV�RI�6RYLHW�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��
inclusion in the modern system of the municipal 
division,  the presence on the cards.
**After 1917, the construction of cultural and 
religious purposes was a matter of governmental 
initiative.
***Based on the statement that sites for living were 
not chosen randomly.
****According to archaeological data, the most 
recent settlements belong to the 17th Century.

1  Connected but remote

2  Existing but not governed

3  Empty but reviving

4  Selected but abandoned



Polina Filippova, Artem Kalashyan: The Other Place 

METHODOLOGY
HOW TO IDENTIFY A POWERFUL VOID

a powerful void 

Not all the voids are powerful, some of the places are 
abandoned for a reason: due to pollution,  bad location,  
QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�UHDVRQV��+RZ�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�
a potential place from a weak one? 
We developed a methodology based on two parts: the 
first is the basic principles a place should correspond 
to and the second is a system of parameters allowing 
one to calculate a rating and get a final figure 
describing the relative value of the place.

When we consider identification processes we primarily 
follow the notion of a potential territory as a place 
where the minimum amount of external interests (low 
risk) intersect with the maximum possible amount of 
resources, allowing the decrease in entry costs.

identification

Basing on our research,  experts’ opinion and insights 
obtained in field trips, we framed the principles of such 
a place and developed a rating system, which allows us 
to evaluate a territory by calculating a system of weights 
of different criteria, merging in co-efficient potential.

Assuming that developers are oriented towards short-
term income, regardless of the project’s impact, the 
approach we used in developing the principles was 
RSSRVLWH�WR�WKHLUV�Ü�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�VXUH�RXU�YRLGV�DUH�
free from developers’ interests.

As centralisation has sucked the juice out of this 
territory, they are consequently situated at the 
outposts, far from the centre. The primary purpose 
of selection was to balance access to the centre’s 
economy and maintain sufficient remoteness: that’s 
how the first principle was framed.

All principles are given and analysed on the left page.

process

To give an overview of the identification process let’s 
see how the system works on an example: selection of 
an abandoned village.

The abandoned village here is defined as a village with 
��LQKDELWDQWV���VHPL�DEDQGRQHG�LV�D�YLOODJH�ZLWK�OHVV�WKHQ�
3 inhabitants.

The first step is made according to aggregated data 
about abandonement. 
Tver region has the highest rate of abandoned 
YLOODJHV�Ü�WKHUH�DUH�DV�PDQ\�DV������RI�WKHP��
Then we have to focus on a municipal district. 
Torzhok is the least inhabited district from those 
corresponding to the principle of transport availability 
�����NP��WUDYHO�WLPH�IURP�0RVFRZ�GRHVQ�W�H[FHHG�WKH�
GHWHUPLQHG���KRXUV���

Bogatkovo municipal settlement�FRQVLVWV�RI����
YLOODJHV���ZKHUH����DUH�DEDQGRQHG��7KLV�VHWWOHPHQW�LV�
third least inhabited in the district.
Despite being small in population, the first two 
districts on the list (Tveretsky and Tredubsky) do 
not possess abandoned villages and the dynamics of 
abandonment is lower.

The final stage of the first step is analysis of 
demographic dynamics in the abandoned villages of 
Bogatkovo.

As a result of the first step of selection, Vasilievo 
village was selected and analysed according to criteria.

1 Principles of the void
2 Ranking calculation based on system of parameters

Part of a spreadsheet used for calculation of 
parameters
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Village with high dynamics (e.g. the one which 
decreased in population from 32 to two ) is more 
valuable as far as it posseses more resources in 
satisfactory conditions, compared to the village 
with lower dynamics (e.g. the one which decreased in 
population from 10 to 0)

Population of the villages of Bogatkovo in 1996, 2002 
and 2008. 

agricultural

meaning of dynamics

Dynamics shows how significant the amount of 
people leaving the settlement was in the last decade. 
Why that is important? Territories abandoned recently 
still possess houses, roads and infrastructure in 
VDWLVIDFWRU\�FRQGLWLRQ�Ü�WKLV�DOORZV�XV�WR�VLJQLILFDQWO\�
reduce the costs of renewal and construction.

The assumption was that the void possesses certain 
features and land use type was one of them: 
however the cadaster doesn’t have this information.

Map of all the resources located in Vasilievo 
Village (infrastructural objects, houses, roads, 
settlement land) 

In order to obtain information about land use types, 
one can go to the municipality and make a request: 
the land of the abandoned village Vasilievo is, in 
fact, land of settlement

Analysing the municipal form of Bygatkovo we 
found out that it is the result of the mergence 
that happened in 2005: the centre of one district 
(1) shifted to the centre of second district (2) 
weakening the influence of a municipal head (the 
more territory, the more vague the situation is).

Example of existing infrastructure in Vasilievo: road 
in good condition, abandoned house
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We want to show with our project that there’s a 
possible alternative,  that your free will can be directed 
towards your life,  towards the environment you live in 
and the way of life you choose.

We do not claim that city life is bad or unbearable 
but we pay attention at some distinctive features and 
constraints of it and propose an alternative scenario, 
which may be due in some way to a lack of consumer 
comfort, but bring in different values and endless 
potential for creation.

What we propose is an experiment aimed to create 
your own world. The existing system seems to be 
unbreakable: it can’t be overcome and it posseses 
huge inertia. 

A smart person understands that the most clever 
way to struggle with a system of this scale is to grow 
DQRWKHU�RQH�RU�PDQ\�RWKHUV�Ü�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�YH�IRXQG�
is a place for that.

The void we speak about is a place where nobody’s 
interests can disturb and as a consequence the risk and 
entry barriers are minimum.

Beginning from deserted areas with rusty houses, in 
���RU�HYHQ����\HDUV�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�DQRWKHU�ZRUOG�ERUQ�
according to your sketches.

That is pro-active way of making things and the 
results will follow sooner than one may expect.

Our story is beautiful also because of its simplicity: it 
tells that a drop of courage and shifted perspective can 
help to approach your dream from a different angle.

The most important thing is that we believe that life 
outside the city is possible and moreover it can be 
attractive and serve a great opportunity for every man 
constrained by the city to break free.

CONCLUSION
WHY DO WE BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT?

We’ve analysed the village from the perspective of 
governance and land use typology in order to make 
sure our assumptions were right. 

The assumptions we made at the stage of hypothesis 
turned out to be true as soon as went to the field 
(images on the left side). That adds a practical 
argument to the general picture and weight to the 
thought that the project as a whole is possible.

Application of our rating method to Vasilievo resulted 
WKH�ILQDO�VFRUH���������ZKLFK�LQGLFDWHV�WKH�KLJK�
potential of the place.

As far all the process was gone through manually, we 
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�RSWLPLVH�LW�DV�DQ�RQOLQH�WRRO�Ü�D�ZHEVLWH���
allowing to crowd-source data about the voids and 
calculate ratings. 
The major feature of the site will be a rating system 
of potential territory. A map will be based on 
municipal division in order to facilate understanding of 
which federal subject is weaker and corresponds with 

the criteria. Another layer is about pioneers.
This website would serve a platform for gathering 
data about the voids and about existing pioneers,  
sharing of their experiences, facilitation of moving out 
from the cities and the promotion of the idea that 
something might happen outside the city. 

approximate layout of the site: based on the map of 
municipal division it aggregates data about the voids 
and pioneers


