
CITY OF ACCESS WHY?

!e road to the project City of Access you are about to read started 
for me in January 2012 with the series of articles for the studio 
Microrayon Factbook. But it actually started in the mid 1950s with 
the beginning of a massive housing campaign when byt1 became the 
main concern of the state government and an extraordinary degree 
of attention and time was devoted to reshaping everyday living. 
Planners thought about how life in the new environment would 
be organized, focusing on what could be done to make it better, 
easier and more comfortable for the new residents. However, over 
time many of the introduced concepts failed  for various reasons 
and some of the concepts stayed only on paper. !is research for 
the Factbook got me thinking whether some aspects of the planned 
lifestyle should and can be reactivated now and in the microrayons 
of the future and what is actually going on in the everyday lives of 
people in the microroayon today.
!erefore in order for these concerns to be answered I turned away 
from the historical perspective and archival research and became 
focused on qualitative research as aninvestigation of  todays daily 
practices in Moscow microrayons’. By taking "eldtrips to di#erent 
microrayons of the city: Strogino, Cheremushki, Mar’ino etc and 
carrying out observation and interviews with the residents, I tried 
to understand whether microrayon space creates an opportunity 
for people or limits it? I questioned how  people manipulate, re-
appropriate, make and take up microrayon spaces in order to meet 
their needs? What  people do in microrayon on daily bases and 
how  these activities relate to one another spatially? An attempt 
to answer these questions was presented with the help of an 
activity cycle USE that was a snapshot of the various existing and 
emerging daily life practices in Moscow microrayons. It identi"ed 

the occurring process in everyday lives of the residents and current 
problems. It appeared from this exercise that a lot of problems and 
inconveniences are connected to peoples inability or unwillingness 
to communicate and share with each other not only thoughts but 
spaces, services and things. !ere is no more free space for people, 
relationships, and experiences. Over the years we built a hard shell 
in the microrayon that led to social exclusion and spatial separation 
of millions of people that are stuck in the cages of high-rise 
apartment blocks. Microrayon today appears to be “a river which 
collects urban energies linked to daily lives and pushes them 
towards individualism and fragmentations which, at times, 
explode” [2]. At home we trapped ourselves behind two metal doors 
and appointed a concierge downstairs to secure ourselves from the 
“outside intrusion” and the “real life” that is usually somewhere 
outside the microrayon. We live in houses where our balconies, 
closets, garages and sheds are "lled with tones of stu# we posses but 
rarely or never use. !ings we own "ll up all our spaces and "ll 
up our minds. “We have constructed a large part of our freedom 
around our “right to own” and our self-identity around what we 
do” [3]. Do we need these hard borders between Me and We, Inside 
and Outside, is erecting walls  not su$cient anymore? Why do we 
spend so much time thinking about stu# we own and things we want 
to buy: apartments, cars, TV-sets; and forgetting about relationships 
and interactions with people and spaces? 
!is realization led me to the project CITY of ACCESS. What if we 
switched from dominant ownership mindset to a new access based 
system? What if we could access everything we need in microrayon? 
Whatwould a new autonomous microrayon as a su$cient entity 
within the city look like? 

After the USSR collapse in 1991 Moscow leaned toward 
new ideology: hyper-consumerism. International 
brands and garish advertising rapidly spread, 
facilitating the domination of the western 
lifestyle on the lives of Russians. Following 
the abolishment of state socialism in the post-
Soviet realm, Moscow developed a thriving sector 
of “owners”. Buying an apartment and furnishing 
it like the French palaces of the 18th century, or 
at least purchasing an expensive car has become 
a new obsession. Consumerism has led the city 
to the transportation problems, environmental 
issues, housing crisis and crisis in daily life 
of the Muscovites who have a constant feeling of 
dissatisfaction, unconscious anxiety and desire 
to «keep up with life» by buying more and more 
stuff they don’t actually need.“The old cities 
cannot accommodate the new generation of people 

and things. Even simple smart gadgets can no 

ORQJHU� ¿W� LQWR� WKH� ©VWXSLGª� XUEDQ� HQYLURQPHQW��
3HRSOH�ZDQW�D�FHUWDLQ�OLIHVW\OH��EXW�FDQQRW�JHW�LW�
where they live” [5].

In  Western countries the problem of hyper-
consumption has been actively discussed since 
the 1960s because  it fails toraise  quality 
of life and level of happiness and health. 
Additionallyhyper-consumption is damaging the 
planet. The growth of the population, climate 
change, exhaustion of natural resources requires 
new ways of accessing the planets resources in 
order to have a sustainable future. Subsequently 
thisis why the world is gearing toward   new 
ways of living where hyper-consumption is phased 
out by collaborative consumption [3] or rational 
consumption. These styles of consumerism actions 
are based on access over ownership and  sharing, 
bartering, lending, swapping, renting and trading 
are essential components. It’s a new era of 
accessed based relationships like: $LUEQE��1HWÀL[��
Zipcar, Ebay… [6]

HYPER-CONSUMERISM

COLLABORATIVE CONSUMPTION

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

TECHNICAL CONDITIONS

HISTORICAL PRECONDITIONS

towards the new order of things...

ACCESS /’ak’ses/
noun
1)[mass noun] (often access to) 
��WKH�PHDQV�RU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DSSURDFK�RU�HQWHU�D�SODFH�
��WKH�ULJKW�RU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�XVH�RU�EHQH¿W�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�
��WKH�ULJKW�RU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DSSURDFK�RU�VHH�VRPHRQH�

2) [in singular]
��OLWHUDU\�DQ�DWWDFN�RU�RXWEXUVW�RI�DQ�HPRWLRQ�

verb 
 [with object]
1)approach or enter (a place)
��REWDLQ�RU�UHWULHYH��FRPSXWHU�GDWD�RU�D�¿OH�

Oxford Dictionaries Online  

by Anastasia Sheveleva

Russia is far behind the Western countries. We have just 
started an active discussion of this issue, primarily in 
Moscow. !erefore it is safe to assume that in the next years a 
big shi" from hyper-consumption to rational consumption in 
all areas of life especially in the everyday life of the residents 
is going to occur in the city.

Historically, Russia has accumulated a vast 
experience of accessing different resources, an 
experience that was both positive and negative.  
Pre-revolutionary Russia was home to a positive 
example,  - the peasant community (Obshchina). 
The Obshchina – heldone of the most amazing social 
institutions. The community not only effectively 
implemented land use, but also played an important 
role in preserving the moral and religious values.

Subsequently, the peasant community was able to 
maintain a certain harmony between the communal 
and personal interests. The daily life principles 
of the community were largely rational from the 
perspective of the individual and brought clear 
advantages.
In the Soviet years the principles of collectivism 
were brought up to the maximum level and had 
clearly repressive nature with respect to separate 
individuals. From the perspective of the people, 
Soviet collectivism limited individual well-being 
and destroyed personalities. Therefore with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, the pendulum has 
swung rapidly to the side of extreme individualism.
As a percentage of the population born and formed 
in Soviet society is reducing, a new balance of 
individual and public is being formed. Its main 
driving force - the principle of economic, social or 
RWKHU�EHQH¿WV��:H�DUH�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�ULJKW�
now, the border between consuming and not asking 
questions and starting to take responsibility for 
our actions. There is one step that separates 
generation of hyper-consumers from the generation 
of rational consumers -“empowered individuals (if 
QRW� HQWLUH� JHQHUDWLRQV�� EHLQJ� PRUH� ZLOOLQJ� DQG�
DEOH�WR�JLYH��WR�VKDUH��WR�FROODERUDWH��WR�EH�PRUH�
‘generous’ in many ways.” [7]

Earlier access was given to the citizens by the 
state “top-down” and was fed by resources that the 
socialist economy was able to allocate for common 
comfort. In a free market economy, on the other 
hand, access becomes a type of business which is 
determined by a supply and demand relationship 
for such kind of services. “Top-down” mechanism 
of command and control is removed. The new era of 
decentralized and transparent market has begun.

With the realization of inability of further city development 
based on non-su#cient hyper-consumption model and changed 
economic conditions in Russia new perspective of rational 
consumption model based on access over ownership appeared. 

At the same time it is a new era of technology. 
With the age of new technology, the idea of access 
has migrated to a virtual world:“our development 
LV�JXLGHG�E\�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�HYHU\�\HDU�WKH�
amount that people want to add, share and express 

is increasing” [8]. We have reached the point 
where we can start transferring these principles 
back to a physical reality of everyday life and 
use technology as an intermediary. It can help to 
coordinate, scale and transcend boundaries. It 
can connect us to the things or services we want 
exactly when we need it.

1-byt is loosely translated as daily life, is an ethnographic term relating to the totality of quotidian behaviour. It refers to every aspect of daily-life, from 
food, clothing, domestic material culture and family life. It can also be understood as the English world ‘lifestyle’ with the additional sense of the ideological 
underpinnings of quotidian behavior and material culture. [4]

Unfortunately there is no simple data extrapolation to predict the 
precise future of rational consumption. No one knows how big, far, and 
fast it will grow. However it is possible to analyze historical background 
and growing trends that can help to indicate if rational consumption 
model based on access as socioeconomic phenomenon could appear 
and evolve in the megapolis like Moscow in the next years.

!e report you are about to read is an attempt to create the 
new model of consumption in the microrayon where access to 
services prevails over ownership of goods. !e proposed model 
can be applied to the renovation of the existing microrayons 
and its resources and to the development of standards and 
recommendations for the new microrayons.

In this project by the term ACCESS a type of consumption 
alternative to ownership is implied. An important feature 
of access in these circumstances is that the individual that 
consumes a variety of services or products doesn’t own it. 
!e owner (that can be a state, municipality, businesses, 
private individuals etc.) in its turn does not use the services it 
provides for him or herself, but leases it for some rate or gives 
it to people in exchange for other services or for free.

“!e question remains as to where are we ahead in the future-escaping the isolation of private space towards more un-
private realm, or if we are about to face another whole new dimension of living.” [1]
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NEW ACCESS 2000SACCESS 1960s OWNERSHIP 1990s

CINEMA

HOUSEHOLD KITCHEN
+MILK KITCHEN RENTAL CENTER GOOD SERVICES BUREAU“DOM BYTA”

LIBRARY PUBLIC CENTER RESTAURANT
CAFE / CANTEEN

STORES
(grocery, perfumery)

#1 APARTMENT

#2 SERVICES

BATH

BEDROOM

KITCHEN

In the 1960s with the beginning of mass-housing 
building campaign ordinary soviet people gained 
access to spaces and services. Families left 
communal apartments, basements or barracks and 
moved into new private flats. For millions of 
people this was the beginning of a new life. 
Besides, private flats residents of newly built 
microrayons   allowed access to certain services 
that were supposed to bring a high quality of 
living: schools, kindergartens, stores, parks, 
libraries, household kitchens etc.

In 1991 Moscow leaned toward new ideology: owner-
ship. Access to the main services like schools, 
kindergartens and stores remained however with a 
rapid growth of consumerism people started purchas-
ing things they previously had an access to. Buying 
an apartment, purchasing an expensive car and shop-
ping in the mall has become a new obsession.

providing a high quality level of living and public services. #2 SERVICES providing a high quality level of living and public services 
1 group of services: “facilities located within the microrayon and 
servicing only this particular terriory” [9]

2 group of services: “facilities servicing the residents of  several neighboring  
microrayons.” [9]

2 group of services

Experimental services: were planned to be in each microrayon, in practice 
appeared rarely or were not working as planned.

Experimental services.
 
A!er the collapse of the USSR due to changes in economic and social situation 
experimental services started to disappear: doma byta were gradually phased out by 
hypermarkets, malls and private sector providing services to people; household kitchens 
were phased out by kulinariyas. Rental centers became redundant due to a lot of 
disadvantages and growth of consumerism.

#3 PUBLIC TRANSPORT PRIVATE TRANSPORT

“No cars within 
the microrayon”
[10]metro metro

#3 PUBLIC TRANSPORT PRIVATE TRANSPORT

SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN
+ NURSERY

SPORT FACILITIES GARAGE HOUSEHOLD GROUNDS HOUSEHOLD GROUNDSTOT LOTS

YARDPARK / GARDEN SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN
+ NURSERY

SPORT FACILITIES PARKING LOT TOT LOTS

YARDPARK / GARDEN

1 group of services: main services remained, however a shortage of parking 
spaces turned courtyards, playgrounds and thoroghfares of microrayons into uno"cial 
parking lots. 

CINEMA LIBRARY RESTAURANT
CAFE / CANTEEN

STORES
(grocery, perfumery)

MALL

APARTMENT 

PRO-EQUIPMENT 

CO-WORKING

FRIEND 

I can’t stress this enough but very important thing is to realize that in 
the new model of rational consumption-in the City of Access- owner-
ship won’t disappear completely. We will always have to own things 
that have some intangible value for us like wedding rings, toys, etc. 
But ownership as a global trend is radically diminishing giving a way 
to a new access based system.

airbnb couchsurfing

NEW YORK  11.088
LONDON    5.750
MOSCOW    598
BEIJING   150 

1.  NEW YORK 99.451 (2,4%)
3.  LONDON   61.135 (1,5%)
11. MOSCOW   26.128 (0,6%)
34. BEIJING  14.471 (0,3%)

"Our life will not become less comfortable, if we’ll use things that have idling capacity. Passing things from hand to hand is normal. #ose who 
assure us of opposite either want to earn more money by producing things and providing services; or are just lazy to refuse wasteful habits that 
are damaging the planet's resources; or do not think about it in general” [11].

CLOTHES / THINGS SWAP

Nowadays huge amount of stu$, services and spaces in Moscow is 
already being accessed: swapped, rented, bartered and shared. People 
willingly rent and lend instruments and equipment, swap clothes and 
apartments and even rent friends.

Children clothing and toys swap has been the most 
popular type of non-official swap for generations 
in Russia. It is a tradition with a long history. 
Nowadays a lot of goods swaps are happening in 
Moscow.
A lot of these swaps are happening on internet 
platforms like
http://otdamdarom.ru/
http://barter77.ru/
Or social networks like facebook, vkontakte, 
livejournal, twitter: 
http://obmen.livejournal.com/
http://po4ti-darom.livejournal.com/
http://vk.com/club19352446
http://www.facebook.com/rfmmoscow
Besides internet resources dedicated to the new 
way of living a lot of events take place in the 
city like the “Really, Really Free Market”. These 

SPORT / TOURISTIC EQUIPMENT 

SKILLS / FAVOURS 

It is easy to rent bicycles, skis, skates, roller-
blades, tents, backpacks, sleeping bags and tour-
istic equipment in Moscow today. The trendiest is  
bicycle renting. Bicycles in Moscow are easily 
rented in parks, city center or in the sport 
equipment shops.

In Russia we have a long tradition of sharing 
skills and favours among each other: everyone has 
something they want to learn and something they 
can teach to others.

Renting co-working spaces is becoming more popu-
lar in Moscow. For example art cluster Flacon 
offers place from 2600 to 9900 rub/per/month[15].

A lot of firms rent out different types of profes-
sional equipment in Moscow: musical instruments, 
tools for construction, photo-video cameras etc.

The last and most unusual is a possibility to rent 
a friend in Moscow in case you are lonely or don’t 
have company to go to the cinema, hang out in the 
café , dance in the night club or just talk [16].

Home exchange became very popular in Moscow in the 
last years: groups in livejournal connect people 
who are interested in house swapping all over 
Russia and the world. Famous internet resource 
airbnb focused on peer-to-peer short-term accom-
modations around the world (founded in August of 
2008) is working in the Russian market since the 
end of 2011. Couchsurfing (founded 2003) that 
gives travelers an opportunity to find an avail-
able couch to sleep is extremely popular  in 
Moscow today. 

events  offer an opportunity to swap goods and 
services free of charge in order to build a commu-
nity based on sharing resources, caring for one 
another and improving the collective lives of 
all[14].

[12] [13]

#1 APARTMENT

BATH

BEDROOM

KITCHEN
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SMOKING 
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CONDITIONING

INTERNET
TELEPHONE

COMMUNAL
 GARDEN

COMMUNAL LOUNGE
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ENTAIRTAINING
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POP-UP MUSEUM
GALLERY

POP-UP CINEMA
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FESTS

COMMUNAL
KITCHEN

BBQ AREA
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FARMERS’ 
MARKET

GREENHOUSE

COMMUNITY 
OWNED STORE

POP-UP APARTMENT 
RESTAURANT

CO-LUNCHING
CO-BRANCHING
CO-DINING

DINNING 
ROOM

LOCAL CAFES 

CO-WORKING SPACE

OFFICE

WORKING

WORKSHOP

COMMUTING

CAR

BICYCLE

AIRCRAFT
WATERCRAFT

SEAGWAY

SPACE

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

ROBOTS LIBRARY

FAVOUR BANK
Microrayon favourbank is an interface 
between the person who wants a favour and 
the person who is ready to extend a favour. 
Internet website and an application for 
the mobile device are the platform for 
searching and placing favours. Favors are 
extended physically or virtually connect-
ing people from the same neighborhood or 
other microrayons of Moscow.

SKILLS LIBRARY
There are thousand residents living 
in microrayon who possess certain 
talents and skills that can be 
shared. Some can repair old bikes; 
some know several foreign languages 
and some are excellent cooks. Resi-
dents can offer classes to others on 
any type of skill.

GOODS LIBRARY

��:HDUDEOHV�
��3UR�WRROV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�
��6SRUWLQJ�HTXLSPHQW�
��'9'V��ERRNV��YLGHR�JDPHV��WR\V�
��*DUGHQLQJ�

Allows residents to borrow tools, equip-
ment and other goods. Library functions 
either similar to a rental shop, with a 
charge for borrowing the tools, or more 
commonly free of charge as a form of 
community sharing. Residents can save 
money and resources by sharing goods with 
neighbors.

Residents have an access to a full range of 
robots in the robots library: they can 
choose from a big variety of 
year/monthly/weekly subscriptions or hour 
fees to access any robot from the list.

YARD

PETS PARK

SEX

PARK

LESURE
RECREATION

PETS LIBRARY
For the microrayon residents who are big pets fans but 
don't have enough time to make a long-term commitment, 
or whose relatives have animal allergies, - 
microrayon pets library is offering a desirable 
access to animals. The library provides local access 
to an eclectic array of domestic animals for periods 
ranging from just a few hours to a number of days. 
Local drop-off and collection within the microrayon 
is available. All the pets for hire are rescued ond 
have been rehomed to a pets center, where they are 
well looked after. 

WORK.

EDUC.LIVING

City of Access will allow us to combine services we couldn’t access  before.

An access to services will allow us to choose, pick and select what we are “prepared to share and 
collaborate with and what we actually prefer to remain individual.” [17] !is is a moment to 
discover what we want to access and what we still need to own, draw or erase lines between 
self-interest and good of bigger community, build or demolish walls between private and public.  
We can choose our own path through “river of access”. It will allow us to use services we can’t 
access today and combine them in the way never experienced before.

A turn to a new rational consumption 
model based on access to services will 
completely change our idea of the future 
microrayon and the city. When you walk 
into a room today, what do you do? You 
look for the light switch, right? You 
assume the walls have electricity even 
though it’s invisible. In the future the 
first thing you look for will be the 
range of provided services. In the 
future we’ll assume the microrayon has 
an access to it. 
+RZ�GRHV�WKH�&LW\�RI�$FFHVV�ZRUN"�:KDW�
DUH� WKH� PDLQ� SULQFLSOHV� DQG� SRVVLEOH�
WUDSV"
The new microrayon will function as it 
was originally intended - an autonomous 
self-sufficient entity within the city, 
as the &LW\�RI�$FFHVV, that attracts as 
many and as diverse services, functions 
and experiences as possible. Each resi-
dent choose its own way through the 
“river of access.” The big challenge for 
the society in this city is to balance 
the interest of the individuals and the 
group and not to let self-interest to  
outweigh the collective good. In other 
words citizens need to avoid tragedy of 
the commons “where an individual ben-
efits as an individual from his ability 

to deny the truth even though society as 

a whole, of which he is a part, suffers” 
[18]. &LW\�RI�$FFHVV¶ residents realize 
and mutually agree upon the fact that by 
giving more or restrict themselves from 
getting more they enable value to expand 
in return.
:KR�SURYLGHV�VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�FLWL]HQV" 
Access in the future microrayons  is 
provided by the operators which 
instantly take care of residents and 
offer a variety of subscription plans to 
serve ones needs. Tariff plans can be 
adjusted any time. Residents are free to 
upgrade, switch to another tariff plan 
or radically to a different operator.

��5RERW�+RXVH�&RQWURO�6\VWHP
��0RELOH�5RERWV
��5RERW�+RXVHPDLG
��5RERW�6SRUWVPDQ
��5RERWLF�3URVWLWXWHV

LIVINGEATING COMMUT.

RECREATION
EATING

SPORT

EATING

SPORT

LIBRARIES

HEALTH

ENTAIRT.
RECREATION

See the next page

ADD YOUR
 CATEGORY

CITY OF ACCESS
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Microrayon 1990s. Microrayon 2030s. Microrayon 2050s.Microrayon 1960s.

1960 1990

...

2012 ...

Access sprawl, index =0.3 Access sprawl, index =0.9Ownership, index =0.9

1960 2012 2030 ...

acces

hard grid 

This index is inversely 
proportional to the "owner-
ship index". 

The problem of computing the 
indexes of access and owner-
ship, as well as predicting 
their dynamics could be an 
interesting challenge for 
sociologists or economists.

Changes in the level of access in the historical perspective could be traced 
through the conventional "access index " - the share of goods or services consumed 
by an individual or social group at a time without acquiring such a property. 

ACCESS TIMELINE

56 57



ACCESS SCALE

Pet owners can access microrayon resources 
for animals: free open parks, training 
grounds, waste stations with plastic bag 
dispensers and cans etc. This “animal 
friendly microrayon” project is supported 
by an educational program and creation of 
an “animal welcome map” of the area.

In the microrayon where thousands people live it’s  possible that 
while you are sitting at home alone watching “Titanic” or “Fight 
Club” several people in your neighborhood are doing the same. It can 
easily be done by creating awareness of the upcoming event among the 
residents and by simply having people over at the apartment or common 
space of the house: common room, roof, yard etc.

For animal lovers microrayon pets library is offering a 
desirable access to animals. The library provides local 
access to an eclectic array of domestic animals: dogs, 
cats and rabbits to birds, ferrets and turtles for periods 
ranging from just a few hours to a number of days.  

On this page you can find examples of access on 
urban and personal scales.

The most important and relevant aspect in 
the City of Access is the new environment 
the whole scale of which is based on a human 
being: “the people are what make a city, 
what creates vibrancy and energy… people 

whose common biography and being is 

reflected in even the cities smallest 

detail”[19]. Environment that allows living 
in a harmony with each other and in balance 
with nature: greenery between the buildings, 
parks for animals, renewable energy sources, 
recycling centers, new system of access 
based infrastructure that includes cars, 
bicycles, segways, water and even aircrafts. 

We possess a lot of things and skills that 
have “idling capacity”[3]. We keep the stuff 
we own locked into the table draws, closets 
and balconies. We keep our skills and tal-
ents inside. City of Access can help future 
communities easily establish a variety of 
local lending libraries to serve as neigh-
borhood sharing hubs. Each resident has an 
access to this network: goods, pets, robots, 
skill share library, favour bank etc. There 
everybody can lend or rent things, exchange 
services and skills. Each of the citizens in 
this system carries a reputation that is 
made up of his or her record of participa-
tion and social engagement and contribution 
to the community. The reputation acts as an 
indicator for risks. The better reputation 
means lower risk, lower risk means lower 
cost and higher social value for the neigh-
bors, community and neighborhood itself.

URBAN SCALE

ARCHITECTURAL SCALE

PERSONAL SCALE

PETS PARK

PETS LIBRARY

FARM+GREENHOUSE

POP-UP EVENTS

"Human scale was true building scale. ... What other scale could I use?" [20].   
Access in the CITY happens on three interconnected scales: urban, architectural and personal. It is granted to 
everybody despite territorial residency, religion, gender or race. A smooth transition from one scale of access to 
another gives citizens a continuity of experience, blurs the boundaries between urban fabric, buildings, 
apartments and people. It not only makes the lives of citizens easier but diversi!es the environment and helps to 
make the urban scale more personal and personal relationships more communal.   

In the City of Access big changes are going to occur in 
the architectural scale. It’s not just about the building 
or the apartment any more; it is about what we 
actually need to access on this scale that we now have 
to own in our homes. 

In the City of Access big changes are going 
to occur in the architectural scale as well. 
It’s not just about the building or the 
apartment anymore; it is about what we actu-
ally need to access on this scale that we now 
have to own in our homes. An access to the 
apartment that is connected to the variety 
of services and spaces outside of it is 
granted to all the residents. The services 
like communal facilities that include kitch-
ens, laundry rooms, storage spaces, hotels, 
smoking shelters, play rooms etc are spread 
around the building (see the next page).

urban scale

architectural 
scale

personal scale
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ACCESS SCALE

For the guests of the microrayon 
residents,visitors and anybody who 
wishes to spend a night or more in the 
area there is an access to guest rooms 
in the building available.

Grandmother’s visit

Surprise party

Sex 

��Repairable / upgradable- modular, standard-
ized parts that allow the space to be fixed 
or upgraded easily rather than demolished; 
allows an expansion to accommodate a growing 
family: an access to an extra living space 
is available. Typical wedding or birthday 
gift for a newly born is a fully equipped 
living module that can be attached to the 
apartment (parasite module).

Buildings with apartments in new access based 
model should be:
��/RQJ�ODVWLQJ�VXVWDLQDEOH��³KHLUORRP�GHVLJQ� 
[21] -allows many generations of residents 
to access safe, well built space without 
exhaustion of natural resources.
�)OH[LEOH-allows residents to personalize 
/customize living space from the start. The 
initial design should allow the space adjust 
easily for different users in the way that 
is not expensive or time consuming. 

!e last and very important question in this project should be answered. 
Who will come up with, create and curate future access in the city? Will 
todays architects be able to do it or will they have to face a lot of changes in 
the profession? Will they adapt and be willing to change or will architectural 
profession as we know it today become obsolete?

Residents have an access to various typolo-
gies of apartments that are easy to adapt. 
The boundary of the apartment does not end 
at its door. The apartment is broken down 
into the archipelago of spaces that serves 
needs far beyond residential - event, affin-
ity, co-working spaces etc. The resident  

signs up for various services out of the 
apartment. In case of new needs inside of 
the apartment the customer does not have to 
look for a new option - the operator 
instantly takes care of it and offers either 
a suitable apartment within the neighborhood 
or upgrade existing one with new space.

Very soon ownership of the concrete place will lose its attractiveness with new forms of access to apartments located all over the city (with the long 
term/short term renting conditions). !e customer in this case becomes a free mover and has the option to just pack up and leave. Consequently 
residential mobility becomes a norm rather than once-in-a-lifetime experience.

*8(67�5220�+27(/
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playroom

o!ceworkshop

study room

co-working space

communal garden

communal lounge
guestroom/hotel

storage
communal kitchen/
dining room
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communal facilities communal facilitiesapartments’ variety

operator +1

parasite modules

up side down

bedroom
bathroomhall

kitchen
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Most of the spaces are multifunctional and can accommodate various 
types of activities that change during the day, weekly, monthly or 
depending on the season. The same guest room ,for example, can be 
used for accommodating relatives of residents, sexual activities or 
throwing surprise parties for friends. 

apartment
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Master Builder Master of Access City of Accessmicrorayon

“In ten years we’ll probably not call ourselves an architectural practice, it will be something else entirely.” [22]

ARCHITECT OF ACCESS
It is absolutely obvious that in the City 
of Access traditional architectural practice 
can’t continue to prosper. I am not suggesting 
that architects are necessarily “facing 

H[WLQFWLRQ� RU� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� RI� EHFRPLQJ�
REVROHWH�´[23] Yet, architects with a ³¿[HG�
mindset” who practice their profession as a 
tradition with conventions that are “time-
WHVWHG�� XQYDU\LQJ� DQG� LQÀH[LEOH´[24] and 
who believe that ³DUFKLWHFWXUH� KDV� WR� EH�
practiced a certain way otherwise they will 

QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�KHDOWK��ZHOIDUH�
DQG� VDIHW\� RI� SHRSOH� ZKR� LQKDELW� WKHLU�
EXLOGLQJV´[24] will be replaced by forward-
thinking creative design consultants/
directors/preachers/therapists/etc. who will 
be called ARCHITECTS OF ACCESS. They move 
easily between disciplines, are sensitive to 
the cultural milieu, politically and socially 
aware. They listen to the people they are 
designing for and explore more meaningful 
ways to connect with the customers who in 
their turn become active participants of the 
design process.
“Master Builder” in the city of future is 
replaced by the “Master of Access” who uses 
ACCESS INDEX( that measures the overall 
ability of individuals in the city to access 
and use new services) to  design everyday 
life experiences, personal and spatial 
relationships between the people and the 
environment; and creates opportunities 
for self-expression. In the City of Access 
³VSDFHV�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�QHHGHG�WR�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�
LW�XVHG�WR�EH����,W¶V�QRZ�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�
imagination, of illustration of mind, rather 

WKDQ� WR� KDYH� WDQJLELOLW\� DQG� VROLGQHVV�´�
[25]

An earthquake is about to occur in the architecture profession very 
soon that will undoubtedly lead to major changes and we all better 
be ready for it. “Architects in the past have tended to concentrate 
their attention on the building as a static object. I believe dynamics 
are more important: the dynamics of people, their interaction with 
spaces and environmental condition.”[26]

MASTER BUILDER

HOUSE #10

HOUSE #20

HOUSE #12

YARD

SCHOOL

“…A person needs new experiences. !ey jar something deep 
inside, allowing him to grow. Without change something sleeps 
inside us, and seldom awakens. !e sleeper must awaken.” [27]
“Master of Access” designs everyday life experiences, 
personal and spatial relationships between the people and the 
environment; and creates opportunities for self-expression. 

MASTER OF ACCESS

URBAN FARM

SEASONAL EXPERIENCE

RESIDENT: doctor

RESIDENT: magician

RESIDENT: teacher

VISITOR: housewife

PETS’ LIBRARY
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